Writer’s Notebook
Using a writer’s notebook daily establishes a habit of writing and building creativity.  Most of these prompts are able to cover a variety of genres.  They can also range in time from just a few minutes to hours depending on your needs.

It is important to stress that some days these topics will connect, other days they will not.  Still, get into the habit of writing. A line or even a word might seem insignificant at the time, but later proves to be the perfect word or image you need.  Pretty soon a person who practices writing in a notebook daily, will start to see the world through a writer’s eye. 

The intention of the writer’s notebook is to brainstorm ideas.  DO NOT GRADE these prompts, but allow students to choose from a selection of their “starts” to complete and turn in.

Special pages in the notebook
· Make a page of all the words you like

· Your common spelling mistakes 

· Mini lessons on convention concerns
· Sensory words

· Your personal list of convention errors
General prompts for ideas: narrative or otherwise

· Cut out interesting people from magazines.  Pass them out and write a character sketch (list) about them.  

· Fill in the blank.   _________ is the type of relative who ________.   Tell a story to prove it.

· Find something interesting in this room.  Write about the mystery behind it.

· Make a list of the strangest things you have seen.   (option: Write a news article about the event.  Use an objective eye)

· List minor pet peeves.

· Randy doesn’t stay out after dark. Why?  Make a list.  Pick one.  Write about it.

· What do you love about some things you hate?

· Make a list of interesting occupations.  Choose one and write a first paragraph of an essay on why this is a good, or poor job.  Do not use the name of the profession, just describe the work involved.

· Write a convincing (and original) excuse for not having to do work today.

· Write a family tradition or ritual that is specific to your family.

· What does being old mean?

· What does being young mean?

· Make a list of 30 ugly things.

· Make a list of 30 beautiful things.

· Describe something ugly as if it were beautiful.

· Describe something beautiful as if it were ugly.

· Complete.  Although Daphne wouldn’t admit to being over thirty she gave it away by  ___________. Create more sentences like this by filling in the blanks.  ________ wouldn’t admit to _______ but he/she gave it away by ___________. 
· Make a list of events or actions you are fairly sure you will never experience.  Write about one of those events.

· List difficult decisions you have made.  
· List five things you fear about getting older.

· List five things you love about being young.
· List simple pleasures in life.

· Write the personal story behind a real newspaper article.

· Make a list of holidays you would like to see created.

· Write a five word sentence.  Now use each as the first words of five lines in a paragraph.  

· Make a list of ideas/things that you feel are too difficult or overwhelming for you to tackle even though you’d like to.

· List towns and cities you have either passed through or stayed in.  What can you say about them that most people don’t notice?

· Look at a photograph.  What is happening just outside the photograph?

· Make a list of secrets you have kept in the past and are now brave enough to confess.

· This I believe….brainstorm as many as possible
· Make a list of all the gadgets or devices that you find interesting.
· Write about the color of hunger.

· Imagine you are suddenly blind.  Describe a familiar place and the things that you think you would suddenly begin to notice that you haven’t before.
Write a list, poem, essay, free write, whatever mood strikes you based on one word prompts:

danger

guilt

heavy

paralyzed

life

south 

summer

chocolate

death

loneliness


fight

wedding

orange

puppy

broken bones


fear

kiss

dancing

divorce

magic



walls

hunger

43

any color

plastic



spiritual

roots

circle

vision

old age
money

first grade 
nightmare
blind

promises

light

holiday

youth

choice

river 

parade

ice cream 
sneak

pearl

envelop 
Imagery 

· Create a piece that uses at least one of your senses in every line. 

· Describe a storm with all your senses
· Write a piece that focuses on one particular sense.
· In five minutes make a list of smells from your childhood.  Whenever I smell _______, it reminds me of ________.  Keep going. 

· Make a list of smells you love

· Make a list of smells you hate 
· Make a list of sounds you love

· Make a list of sounds you hate 

Organization: Leads and conclusions

· Fill in the blanks of this first sentence.  The first time ________ heard _________ by ____________ he/she/I/they   were/was__________.  EX.  The first time she heard Love me Tender by Elvis Presley, Ruth was sitting on Jake’s back picking blackheads and popping pimples. 
· Write ten great first lines.  Do not worry about the story that follows.
Word Choice

· Write a descriptive paragraph to describe your mother’s kitchen. Do not use the word kitchen or mother.

· Pass out postcards. Students are to write a story based on the picture. The story has to be 300 

       words EXACTLY.  

· (Abstraction) (Sense) like…   Ex.  Hate smells like…love tastes like…peace sounds like…. 

· Make a list of twenty or more clichés.  Come up with a new way of saying them.

Sentence Fluency

· Write an A-Z story.  (first sentence starts with the letter A, next with B, etc.)

· Write a 20 sentence story.  First sentence has one word (not really a sentence—perhaps a title?), next has 2 words, next has 3, etc.  
· Write your 10 digit phone number on the top line. (Include the area code.)  Now write a ten line piece. The first sentence has the same number of words as the first number in your phone number. The second sentence has the same amount of words as the second number, etc.  If your number has a 0 in it, you have to write a ten word sentence.
Voice

Perspective and Point of View
· Describe a scene (park, mall, school, etc.) from a person who is in love.  DO NOT USE THE WORD “LOVE.”  (good for word choice) 

· Describe a scene (park, mall, school, etc.) from a person who has just returned from war. (good for word choice)

· Write about someone you dislike. Then, write about the person you dislike from their point of view.

· Rewrite a poem from an opposite perspective or persona.
· A fairy tale the way you want it told.

· Try writing in the mind of a woman having an argument with a man.  Then, try writing in the mind of a man who is having an argument with a woman.  from Writing to Self Discovery by Barry Lane
Reflective
· Think of someone you dislike.  What is it that you do not like about them? Be specific with your reasons.

· Write about that person you don’t like but write from their perspective.

· What have you seen on television that is disturbing?  Why was it disturbing?  

· What people don’t know about me is….

· Make a list of twenty things you have learned in the past year.  Choose one and write about it.  

· List any events, minor or otherwise, that have been meaningful in your life.

· Make a list of things you cared about when you were ten and how are they different now?

· Write about a fear you once had or still have that might be considered silly.

· Write down what you have learned this week.

· Make a list of 10 things you enjoyed about yesterday.

Revision

Re-vision may not be as much fun (or feel as passionate) as the initial writing of a new piece, but it is an important part of writing.  In the revising (or re-visioning) of your work, you may see possibilities and potential you missed in the heat of first writing.  Here are some suggestions for re-visioning your work.  Some of this can be done as activities in your writer’s notebook or can be done before a new draft.  

· Rewrite a rhyming poem without the rhyme or a non-rhyming poem with rhyme.
· Change the genre of the piece- from story to poem, narrative to essay, etc. 

· Write five separate leads (A question, dialogue, description, strong statement, metaphor) and see which you like best.
· Research some interesting fact about your topic to include to add authority to your paper.

· Rewrite from a different point of view, a different perspective.
ESSAY Prompts that draw meaning/ideas from students.

· Write about something you have learned recently and how it has affected you.

· What is you favorite time of the year and why?

· Your generation faces many problems.  Identify one of these problems that you feel is the most important, explain it and propose some possible solutions to the problem.

· Which is better? Eating out or cooking at home?
· Has technology simplified or complicated our lives?

· Write about gender issues you have witnessed.

· Is the rule to respect your elders old-fashioned and unnecessary or still important?

· Is violence in television, movies, and video games a problem?

· The difference between the person you are and the person you would like to be.

· What if public education was no longer free or required?
Quotes:
“We boil at different degrees.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson

“A good example is the best sermon.”  --Benjamin Franklin

“Tart words make no friends; a spoonful of honey will catch more flies than a gallon of vinegar.” --Benjamin Franklin

“Genius without education is like silver in the mine.” –Benjamin Franklin

“ When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old an around.  But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much the old man had learned in seven years.” –Mark Twain
“Never try to teach a pig to sing. It wastes your time and it just annoys the pig.” Anonymous
“The unexamined life is not worth living.” – Socrates

“Don’t go around saying the world owes you a living.  The world owes you nothing.  It was here first.”—Mark Twain

“A chip on the shoulder is too heavy a piece of baggage to carry through life.”  - BC Forbes

“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.” –Mark Twain

“A classic is a book that has never finished saying what it has to say.”  -- Italo Calvino

“A well read people are easy to lead, but difficult to drive; easy to govern, but difficult to enslave.” –Baron Henry Brougham

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” –Sir Richard Steele

“Resolve to edge in a little reading every day, if it is but a single sentence.  If you gain fifteen minutes a day, it will make itself felt at the end of the year.” --Horace Mann

“Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities.  Truth isn’t.” –Mark Twain
“Common sense should tell us that reading is the ultimate weapon—destroying ignorance, poverty and despair before they can destroy us.  A nation that doesn’t read much doesn’t know much.  And a naton that doesn’t know much ismore likely to make poor choices in the home, the marketplace, the jury box and the voting booth….The challenge, therefore, is to convince future generations of children that carrying a book is more rewarding than carrying guns.”  --Jim Trelease
“The life of the creative man is lead, directed and controlled by boredom.  Avoiding boredom is one of our most important purposes.” –Saul Steinberg

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.” –Margaret Mead

“He who has imagination without learning has wings and no feet.” – Joseph Joubert

“Knowledge is created by the learner, not given by the teacher.” –unknown
“How many people know how to use the computer on their desk but don’t know how to use the computer in their head?” –unknown

Why Johnny Can’t Read—by Reverend Jesse Jackson 1976

“We keep saying that Johnny can’t read because he is deprived, because he’s hungry, because he is discriminated against.  We say that Johnny can’t read because his daddy is not in the home.  Well, Johnny learns to play basketball without daddy.  We do best what we do most, and for many of our children that is playing ball.  One of the reasons Johnny does not read well is that Johnny doesn’t practice reading.”

“Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.” –Thomas Edison

Games for the Lang. Arts class
Scattegories

Apples to Apples

Balderdash

Scrabble

25 Words or Less

Use a picture /title /or phrase from the Harris Burdick book by Chris Van Alsberg.

Scavenger Hunts (see http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Tamara%20Doehring)
