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AP European History



Working with primary sources
Was there a Renaissance for women?
Directions:  You are to read, mark up and analyze these documents.  Look for any similarities between documents.    Then, make groups, according to their similarities, with as many of the documents as you can.   See if you can group the documents at least three different ways (you may do four) and avoid a simple “pro”-“con” grouping. The question underlined above should help you make your groupings—focus on the idea it presents/asks about.
On the last page, I’ll attach a chart that may be helpful.   Remember, when you get a primary source from me, don’t be afraid to be messy!  Mark it up, make margin notes, and so on.  You may NOT draw a mustache on Venus!

Document (1)
“The Court Lady, must have not only the good judgment to recognize the kind of person with whom she is speaking, but must have knowledge of many things, in order to entertain that person graciously. . I say that women can under​stand all the things men can understand and that the intellect of woman can penetrate wherever a man’s can… there have always been women who have undertaken wars and won glorious victories, governed kingdoms with the greatest prudence and justice, and done all that men have done. As for the sciences, do you not remember reading of many women who were learned in philosophy? Others who excelled in poetry?  Others who prosecuted, accused, and defended before judges with great eloquence?.....’      

Castiglione, The Courtier, Italy, 1528
Document  (2) Detail from Botticelli’s Birth of Venus,[image: image1.jpg]


1485.  The model is Simonetta Cattaneo, mistress of Giuliano de Medici, the powerful co-ruler (with his brother, Lorenzo) of Florence.

