VERBAL IDIOMS

Some verbs can be used with a variety of prepositions. With each different preposition, the verb changes its meaning. Here is a partial list of verbs in this category.

come about
happen, occur

come across
get or find unexpectedly

come along
accompany proceed, get along

come back
return

Verbal Idioms

Exercise: Substitute one of the verbal idioms for the under-lined word(s) in these sentences. Keep all verbs in the same tense.

1. As I looked through the old trunk, I unexpectedly found pictures of my grandmother.

2. Harry's lawyer told him that he would inherit his grandfather's fortune.

3. The boys returned the wallet that they had found.

4. Our campfire had extinguished itself before we fell asleep.

Verb Review

Exercise: Read the following paragraph and select the verb from the list that will best complete the meaning. Look for key words in the sentence that will give you a clue as to the tense. Use each verb only once.

	be
	drop
	have
	make
	see

	become
	find
	hear
	miss
	take

	can
	go
	leave
	rise
	watch


Summers in the Southeast of the United States (1)
times of intense

weather activity. Usually the temperature (2)
a great deal during the day and

(3)_________
somewhat at night.
