Thesaurus Exercise

Aim:
How can we improve our writing by using a thesaurus? 

Do Now:
What is a thesaurus?  Why do people use thesauruses?

Skill:
Using a Thesaurus to Improve Writing

READING WORKSHOP

I.
Review Do Now


- Have students share their responses to the Do Now

II.
Read Aloud/Model

- Explain to students that they can improve their writing by using more sophisticated words 

- Explain to students that they can use more sophisticated words with the help of a thesaurus 

- Define THESAURUS (a book of words and their synonyms)

- OPTION: Explain to students that the word “thesaurus” comes from a root word meaning “treasure” or “treasury” (like a “treasury” or words!)

- Explain to students that when using a thesaurus, they must choose words carefully – they must choose words that make the most logical sense in the context of the sentence (as opposed to words that just look or sound the most sophisticated)!


- Example #1:

	SIMPLISTIC
	WEAK/AWKWARD
	STRONG/LOGICAL

	· Jack looks bad in a dress.
	· Jack looks unpleasant in a dress. 

NOTE: Unpleasant usually means (refers to) not friendly or not agreeable!
	· Jack looks dreadful in a dress. 

NOTE: Dreadful usually means (refers to) extremely bad or ugly!



- Example #2:

	SIMPLISTIC
	WEAK/AWKWARD
	STRONG/LOGICAL

	· The Jones family has a big house with a lot of land around it.
	· The Jones family has a vast house with an incalculable amount of land.

NOTE: Vast usually means (refers to) extensive or expansive and incalculable usually means (refers to) great in number or something unable to be counted!
	The Jones family has an enormous house with a vast amount of land surrounding it.

NOTE: Enormous usually means (refers to) very large and vast usually means (refers to) extensive or expansive!


