Setting-Up Twitter for Classroom Use 

Twitter (http://www.twitter.com) is a micro-blogging service that enables individuals to post messages of up to 140 characters.  Educators around the world have found that Twitter has the potential to promote high quality dialogue.  In order to effectively use Twitter in the classroom, consider the following directions. 

1. Students should each have their own Twitter Account.  Twitter accounts can be opened, for free, on Twitter’s homepage, www.twitter.com.  In order to open a Twitter account you must have an email address. If students do not have their own email addresses, they can create email addresses with Gmail.  (www.gmail.com)  Be sure to follow your school’s safety procedures with regard to email address and online communication. 

2. For the purposes of classroom dialogue students should not “follow” anybody but other members of the class and the teacher.  Essentially “following” means subscribing to the comments that somebody else adds to Twitter. Since “following” is not important don’t worry about the first page which states, “See if your friends are on Twitter.”  Simply skip the step by clicking on “Skip this Step” at the bottom of the page.  Another page will appear that invites you to follow certain people already on Twitter.  Again click on the words, “Skip this Step.” You will now be at your main Twitter interface, where you can add comments.  Since you are not following anybody and nobody is following you, your comments will not be seen.       

3. You can make your comments findable by those whom you want to find them.  The best way to do this is to insert a “hash-tag” into your comment.  A hash-tag includes a # followed by a short code.   Make the code unique so that people don’t find it by accident.  In order to find a hash-tag you would search for it on the right side of the Twitter page.  So, if for example you used a hash-tag #xvt, students could search for the hash-tag #xvt on the right side of the Twitter page.  They would find the comments that you wrote and in turn be able to respond.  Of course, you would want them to include the same hash-tag in their response so that you could see it.  Once you have searched for something, Twitter automatically informs you when new messages are inserted containing that text.  

4. In order to facilitate a classroom dialogue on Twitter you would have all students use the same hash-tag.  Students would be able to see what one another write.  This would enable them to respond to one another and to you, the teacher.   

Using Twitter in the Classroom
The best classroom dialogue occurs when students interact with one another, asking each other probing and thought provoking questions.  Sometimes, however, students are shy, inhibited from participating in class discussions.  Other times, so many students want to participate that it’s very difficult to give every student an opportunity to speak within the constraints of a class period.  If used effectively, online discussion minimizes these challenges.

This “Twitter Questions” unit contains more than 200 questions to prompt discussions about Wilson Rawls’ “Where the Red Fern Grows”.  However, these questions are simply mean to prompt discussions.  After they begin, the best discussions progress organically.  Students have the opportunity to ask one another questions, to support one another’s thoughts and to thoughtfully challenge these thoughts.  The same opportunities exist on Twitter.  

As a teacher you may be interested in asking follow up questions, once students have responded to initial questions.  These questions/prompts could include:

· Why do you think this way? 

· Ask one question about something a classmate has written?

· Use the text to challenge a classmate’s response.  

· Explain one reason why your response may be inadequate.

· Which response do you think most closely resembles your own? 

Of course, students should have the opportunity to respond to these questions and those posed by their classmates. 

Within Twitter, it’s very easy to identify to whom one is speaking.  Simply write the individual’s Twitter user-name within a comment with the “@” symbol before it.  

Chapter I

Twitter Questions 

1. What was in store for the narrator after he left his office? 

2. What kind of memories does the narrator recall in this chapter?  (Speculate on the hints that the narrator offers.)
3. What can you learn about the narrator’s personality from this chapter?  How do you learn this?

4. Explain the meaning: “It’s strange…how memories can lie dormant in a man’s mind for so many years.”

5. Why do you think that the narrator had tears in his eyes when he let the dog go?  If he had tears, why did he let the dog go?

6. “The dark, quite atmosphere was a perfect setting for the mood I was in.”  What kind of mood was he in?  Explain your answer!

7. In the final paragraphs of the chapter, what does light represent? Explain! (Consider the use of light bulbs in comic strips.) 

8. Write one sentence that you would have written before the beginning of this chapter.  Be sure it fits the rest of the chapter.

9. Do you think that we will read more about the dog in this chapter, in the rest of the book?  Why or why not? 

10. If you could ask the narrator one question what would you ask him? 
