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Topography in the Real World

Being able to read a topographic map can be an important skill in the real world.  This activity will give you the opportunity to see one way it can be used.  

Website and Instructions are in Full Version

Read the instructions listed at the top of the page.  

Once the movie appears, you can interactively pan left, right, up, or down simply by clicking and dragging your mouse over the image.   This will allow you to see details of the topography.

Moving your mouse over the topographic map brings up a larger image of the map.  (HINT:  If you don’t want these things popping up constantly, make sure you move your mouse AROUND the topographic map when navigating the page.)

As you examine the topographic maps and QuickTime Virtual Reality movies, pay attention to differences in the topography to determine which way is north.

Try to do it without the hint.  I will not give credit for simply restating the hint below.  

Once you have decided which way is North, click on the section of the Panoramic Picture Image (bottom of screen) that faces north.  You will then be told if you were correct or incorrect.

For your grade on this assignment, list below the key points that helped you identify which way was North in each picture.  I will expect you to reference the movie and the topographic map.
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Discovering Topographic Maps


Name:___________________
This activity will take you to a site where you will see real life examples of topographic maps of the United States.  You will explore 2 of my favorite places and then can go to explore 2 of your own.  

UNDERSTAND, YOU ARE TO GO TO NO OTHER SITE THAN THE ONE I HAVE SPECIFIED.  DOING SO WILL RESULT IN A ZERO FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT AND A DETENTION.

Instructions on how to get to the site are on full version.  

3.  Type in “Gettysburg National Military Park” and search for maps.

4.  You are looking for location “A” – Gettysburg National Military Park

5.  Zoom in and use the hand tool to move the map around until you can clearly see “Little Round Top” and “Round Top” and the contour lines on these landforms.   These are in the Southern end of the Military Park (which is shaded green in the map).  

6.  Answer the following questions:

A. What types of landforms are these?

B. If each contour line is 40 ft, what is the height of Little Round Top?

C.   If each contour line is 40 ft, what is the height of Round Top?  

D.   Why might these have been important places for an army to occupy during         

      the battle of Gettysburg?  (Hint:  Think about vision…)

Included in the full version is also another pre-made question along with prompts for students to make 2 of their own.  

