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Shakespeare Shorts
Adapted by Kathy Applebee
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Ten minute versions of the Bard’s tragedies

Romeo and Juliet

Hamlet

Macbeth

ROMEO AND JULIET
NURSE/NARRATOR
ROMEO (Melodramatic and whining)
JULIET
MR. CAPULET/PRINCE
MR. MONTEGUE/BEN/FRIAR
PARIS, TYBALT, MERCUTIO  (Can be audience members)

To elicit audience participation have the nurse divide the audience into two groups – one supporting the Capulets and the other the Montegues.  She should teach them and have them practice the chants ahead of time.  Characters will encourage the audience to cheer whenever possible.

Act I, Prologue 
(During opening monologue, Mr. C and Mr. M pace across the stage opposite each other, making fists and faces) 


NURSE:  Two households, both alike in dignity, 
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, 
From ancient grudge, break to new mutiny, 
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. 
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 
A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life.

NURSE:  (During this each character introduces themselves by bowing or waving to the audience when their name is mentioned.  They then pantomime the scene) In other words, Romeo and Juliet’s family’s are feuding.  Things get even more heated when Tybalt, nephew to Lord Capulet, demands to duel with the passive young Benvolio, a Montague.  Reluctantly, Benvolio draws his sword and they fight. The fiery citizens of Verona become involved and a vicious brawl ensues.  (Cast should encourage audience to join in the chanting) 
CAPULETS:  Go, Tybalt!  GO!  Go, Tybalt. GO! (etc until fight ends)
 MONTAGUES: Ben – Vo – li – o! Ben – Vo – li – o! (etc until fight ends)
PRINCE: Break it up.  No more fights in my city. Any further public disorder will result in the execution of the participants. (Crowd disperses)
BEN: Romeo – why so glum?  

ROMEO: (melodramatically) My heart is broken since Rosaline has taken a vow of chastity and refuses to return my affection. 
BEN: Forget her.

ROMEO:  It would be impossible.  Thou canst not teach me to forget.
BEN: There’s a big party at the Capulet crib tonight. A costume ball.  We could sneak in.

ROMEO: OK.

NURSE: Meanwhile, back at the Capulet’s, Paris asked for Juliet’s hand in marriage.

Mr. C:  (to PARIS) Juliet has not seen the change of fourteen years and is too young to marry. However, if thou can woo her and win her heart, I will grant consent to wed my Juliet. (aside to audience) That would be one less mouth to feed if I could marry her off. (to PARIS)  Be at the ball tonight.  
NURSE:  I went to tell Juliet the news.  (To Juliet, who is reading “Twilight”) Thou wilt never guess what I heard.  The valiant Paris seeks you for his love. (JULIET acts bored)  He’ll be at the masked ball tonight. 
JULIET: (Getting excited) I just love dress up parties.  I’m going as a vampire.    (NURSE just shakes her head.)

NURSE: The party was in full swing when Tybalt discovered some foul Montegues had sneaked in.  (to JULIET) Look, Tybalt, your cousin is pulling out his sword to kill that guy dressed up like a monk.  …. Your father is getting involved.

Mr. C: Stop, Tybalt.  No bloodshed during the party.  (to audience) It costs a fortune to get blood out of the carpet.  (to TYBALT) Stay thy hand… for now. (Tybalt leaves angrily)
JULIET: I don’t think he’s dressed as a monk.  I bet it is a vampire costume.  (Juliet moves to Romeo)

ROMEO: Thou must be a holy shrine, and I a pilgrim come to kiss it.

JULIET: If you be a pilgrim, then thou may kiss my hand. (ROMEO and JULIET are palm to palm.  ROMEO takes her hand, they kiss palm to palm) But if you’re a vampire, you can bite my neck.
More on full document including Hamlet script
MACBETH
MACBETH
LADY MACBETH
BANQUO/MACDUFF/BANQUO’S SON (a puppet)
DUNCAN/MALCOLM/DONALDBAIN (puppets)
WITCHES/MESSENGERS  (Witch 3 can play the part of all three witches using 2 hand puppets) 
GUARDS (Can be hand puppets if desired, or even audience members)
LADY MACDUFF (and a hand puppet as her son)
Note: Banquo and Duncan both wear hand puppets to represent their son’s and should change their voice to indicate which one is speaking.

WITCH: Welcome to the Scottish play.  

	Brave Macbeth--well he deserves that name--

	Disdaining fortune, with his brandish'd steel,

	Which smoked with bloody execution,

	Like valor’s minion carved out his passage...

	Till he unseam'd the rebel Thane from the nave to the chaps,

	And fix'd his head upon our battlements. 



In other words, Macbeth and Banquo have performed valiantly in the battle, fighting rebels against their King Duncan.  King Duncan is delighted at his captains' bravery, and gladly hands over the Thane's title and all his land to Macbeth. 

Act I, Scene III 
MACBETH:   So foul and fair a day I have not seen.  (BANQUO interrupts, pointing at the WITCH) 
WITCH 3: Stay meritorious Macbeth and brave Banquo.  I have a prophesy for you both.  Macbeth will be Thane of Cawdor and Scotland’s next ruler.  Banquo, thou shalt be lesser than Macbeth, and greater, not so happy, yet much happier.  Now, go to the king.  He is about to name his successor to the throne

Act I, Scene IV 
DUNCAN:  Brave Banquo, I commend thee on thy victory.   Macbeth – I name thee Thane of Cawdor and plan to visit thy castle post haste.  (MACBETH beams with pride)  Last but not least, I name my son, Malcolm to be the next king of Scotland.  (MACBETH reacts to that announcement with dismay and disappointment, then recovers) 
 MACBETH: (to audience, whining and throwing a  childish temper tantrum)  I wanted to be named the next king!  The witch said it would be me.  (MACBETH changes to adult demeanor)  Stars, hide your fires.  Let not light see my black and deep desires.

DUNCAN: (confused) What?.

MACBETH: (Politely) Nothing.  Just …. Um… Lady Macbeth and I shall be happy to have you over.  I’ll go get the place ready.
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FREE ONLINE LESSON PLANS
1)  PBS’s Hamlet lesson plan compares film versions of Hamlet.  Teachers can easily add comparison to the short script above  http://www.pbs.org/shakespeare/educators/film/lessonplan.html
Three more in full document
