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Teaching Point: Students learn to properly respond to literary analysis questions, by developing strong thesis statements. 

Thesis: a single sentence in the beginning of a piece of analytical writing that presents your interpretation or attitude towards a question or subject.


Thesis Statements are like Road Maps because:

before you set out on a journey, you need to know where you are going, so you start with a map. 

Thesis Statements are like Underwear because 

all good essays have them on. 

Task 1: Complete an “is it a thesis or not” worksheet. 

Task 2: On a slip of paper, come up with a simile about thesis statements. 


The Thesis Equation:





Specific Topic + Angle/ Argument = Thesis








