Lesson Plan for “The Wreck of the Hesperus” 

NYS ELA Standards addressed in this lesson:

Standard 2- Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

Objectives:

1. Students will read, analyze and interpret the poem, “The Wreck of the Hesperus” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

2. Students will form and discuss opinions on the skipper and his actions.

3. Students will work in groups to discuss opinions, summarize the poem and create an illustrated storyboard to present to the class.

Materials: literature circle tasks sheet, literature circle worksheet, rubric, blank paper, crayons/markers/pencils, copies of the poem, journals

Procedure:

1. Anticipatory Set- journal writing. Have students respond to the journal question (written on the board) in their journals or notebooks.

Journal: The sea is frightening. . . What are the dangers of the sea? What is scary, if anything, about the sea? Have you ever had a frightening experience out at sea? If so, describe it.

2. Have students volunteer to read their responses to the journal prompt and have a brief class discussion on the topic. Segue into today’s reading, “The Wreck of the Hesperus.” What can you assume the poem is about based on the title?

3. Explain to the class that this poem is a narrative poem. Have students guess what a narrative poem is and then give them the formal definition. 


Narrative poem- a poem that tells a story. It usually has a setting, characters, plot, climax, etc. just as a story normally does. It is written in poetic form with poetic language such as similes and metaphors.

4. Have students turn to the poem in their books or distribute copies. Have them read the poem silently once to themselves to get a feel for it. Then have volunteers read the poem aloud to the class.

5. After the reading, explain that the class will be working in literature circles to analyze the poem. Each literature circle will include four students. Although everyone is expected to contribute to all tasks in the assignment, each person will be assigned a specific job. Distribute the literature circle tasks sheet and review each “job” with the class. Then distribute the rubric and worksheet and review these with the class as well.

6. Break up the class into assigned groups (predetermined by the teacher based on student personalities, preferences, and abilities). Have the groups decide democratically what job each member should have. Once jobs have been assigned, students will work on the assignment having discussions, writing answers and completing illustrations. 

7. As students are working, the teacher acts as a guide, helping groups that are “stuck” on a particular task or question. 

8. After groups have finished their assignment, the class will reconvene. The directors of each group will present their group answers and storyboards to the class. 

9. After informal class presentations are completed, the teacher will collect all group work and grade it using the simple rubric provided.

10. Close the lesson discussing the story of the poem. What would students have changed in the storyline, if anything? What are some things that students found confusing in the poem? 

