
The Thanksgiving Story is a thematic unit centered around an original informational article written at an 870 Lexile level.  The complete article is 28 paragraphs. Following are four paragraphs from “The Thanksgiving Story”. Every effort  has been made to provide students with true historical information.


This preview also includes part of eight other pages from the unit.  The complete unit is 21 pages long, plus six pages of answer keys.  
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THE THANKSGIVING STORY Preview
14
For the next several weeks, the men traveled around the area on foot and with small boats. They were looking for the best place for their new village.    It needed to have good water, timber for building homes, and good soil for growing crops.  The perfect spot would also be close to the harbor and easy to protect against Indians.  On one of their exploring trips, the men had seen more Indians in the woods.  They had fired arrows at the settlers, who fired back with their muskets.  No one was hurt, but the settlers knew they needed to be watchful.
17
When the spring came, the settlers were eager to finish building their homes and plant crops.  However, most of them had lived in cities and towns.   They did not know much about farming or hunting in the woods for food.  One day, in March, the settlers were very surprised when a Native American man named Samoset walked into Plymouth and said, “Welcome Englishmen.” He had learned to speak English from fishermen who came every year to fish for cod.  Samoset told the settlers about the Patuxet village that had been on the site of Plymouth.  He explained that the people had all died from a terrible sickness several years before.  He also told them that he knew another Native American who spoke English better than he did.  A few days later, Samoset brought Squanto to Plymouth.
23
In many parts of the world it was a tradition to have a harvest feast.  The settlers followed that tradition by planning a celebration of thanksgiving.  We don’t know exactly when that feast took place, but it was probably in October. The men went into the woods to hunt for deer and wild birds such as geese, ducks, turkeys, and swans. They got fish and clams from the bay.  The women cooked and prepared the foods.  Because only four women survived that first winter, it must have been a huge task.  We do not know for sure what was served at that feast.  We do know that potatoes, sweet potatoes, celery, cranberry sauce, apples, pears, pies and rolls were not served.  The meal was probably made up of the corn, squash, and beans they had grown that summer, wild berries, wild birds, and game animals from the forest, and fish and clams that could be caught in the harbor.

27
In 1789, President George Washington declared a National Day of Thanksgiving, but the holiday was celebrated that year only.  It wasn’t until 1863 that Thanksgiving became a holiday for our whole nation.  Sarah Jospeha Hale, was mostly responsible for getting the day declared a national holiday.  She spent about forty years writing letters to governors and presidents.   She wrote magazine articles to convince people that Thanksgiving should be an important holiday.  Four different presidents said “No” when Sarah asked them to make Thanksgiving a holiday for our whole nation. Finally, President Abraham Lincoln agreed that it was a good idea.  He made the last Thursday in November Thanksgiving Day.  Every president after Lincoln made Thanksgiving Day a holiday.  The date for our Thanksgiving celebration was changed a few times until, in 1941, congress decided that our Thanksgiving holiday would the fourth Thursday of every November.
Reading Comprehension:  The Thanksgiving Story

Name_______________________________________________  Date_______________________

Write a complete sentence to answer each question.

1.  The settlers who came to America on the Mayflower did not all come for the same 
reasons.  Tell three different reasons why they came. _________________________

____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________
3.  Would you be willing to set sail in a tiny crowded ship to a land you had never  
seen 
before if it would give you a chance to have rights and freedoms?  
Explain why 
or why not. ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________
7.  How did the people of Plymouth celebrate the harvest feast 1621? _______________

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Working with Words: The Thanksgiving Story
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Name__________________________________________  Date__________________________
[image: image2.png]



                                                       
                     Find a word in
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                                                                                                           “The Story of Thanksgiving”



                                                                           That matches each
                                                                                                         meaning.  A paragraph
                                                                                                              number tells you
                                                                                                                where to
                                                                                                                    look.
Sentence Scramble: The Thanksgiving Story
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Unscramble the words to make a complete sentence. Write the sentence correctly with capitals, punctuation, and correct spelling.
1.  winter in hard very the America was first the setters for.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mayflower Facts and figures
6.  About how many inches long was the Mayflower?
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8.  How many years has it been since the Mayflower sailed

       to America from England?
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Wampanoag Clothing

Name______________________________________  Date_______________________________
Look at the underlined words in “Wampanoag Clothing”.  Write them on the lines in the left column.  Be sure to spell them correctly.  Then rewrite them in alphabetical order in the right column.

1.  ____________________________________             1.  _________________________________


2.  ____________________________________             2.  _________________________________

Family Life

Families were very important to the Wampanoag.  Related families would live together in a clan.  A village would be made up of several different clans.

Children were very precious to their families, clans, and villages.  Parents, aunts, uncles, and other relatives would all help in teaching a child the skills he or she would need for every day living.  Children learned by working with the adults and copying them as they did their everyday work. . . .
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Paragraph 1.  Find a word that means: a long journey by air or water.


__________________________________





Paragraph 2.  Find a word that means:  a group of people who work together at a certain job.


______________________________________





Men wore breeches that came just below the knee.  They might have been tight or baggy.  A shirt was worn, with a doublet, over it.  A doublet was a . . . .








Neither the hats nor the shoes had buckles on them.  





Wampanoag Food


    Every member of a Wampanoag family helped in gathering food.  Women planted and harvested the crops.  They prepared food to be stored for winter.  Men hunted in the forest . . . .
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