
The Scarlet Letter

Study Guide

The Custom House

1. Where did Hawthorne get his inspiration for the novel?

Chapter One

1. Where is the setting (town, year)?

2. What was on the land before the prison? Why is that important?

3. Explain the importance of the rosebush (what it stands for).

Important Passages: 

“The founders of a new colony, whatever Utopia of human virtue and happiness they might originally project, have invariably recognized it among their earliest practical necessities to allot a portion of the virgin soil as a cemetery, and another portion as the site of a prison.” - Theme

Words to know: edifice, sepulchers 

Chapter Two
1. How does the town view Mistress Hibbins?

2. What was “identical” and “interfused” with law?

3. What is Hester Prynne’s punishment?

4. What does her “A” look like?

5. How and who does Hester recognize?

Important passage: “That the Reverend Master Dimmesdale, her godly pastor, takes it very grievously to heart that such a scandal should have come upon his congregation.” – Foreshadowing 
Words to know: malefactress, ignominy, preternaturally, phantasmagoric, iniquity

