The Landry News by Andrew Clements

Chapter 1

1. Why would this story open with a copy of the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States? Why is this an important amendment? Do we still use it today? Give examples to support your answer.
2. Cara is new to Denton Elementary School, but she also wrote a newspaper in her old school. What motivated her to start that newspaper? What was its tone?

3. Mr. Larson’s teaching methods had become somewhat lax over the years.  Even though his theory that children learn best on their own has some validity, he was doing absolutely no teaching.  How would you feel if your teacher was like that?  Would you prefer more guidance?

4. List two words you find on page 7 that describe the atmosphere in Mr. Larson’s class.

____________________________

____________________________
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Chapter 2

1. Think about how the first issue of the Landry News would have affected all of its readers.  Write a paragraph describing how the newspaper probably made the students feel AND how you think it made Mr. Larson feel.
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Chapter 3

1. "Some people are newsmakers," observes Cara, "and some aren't". Who are the newsmakers in your school or neighborhood? Write a paragraph explaining what makes them so interesting?

2. Predict what you think happened to change Mr. Larson from a three-time winner of the “Teacher of the Year” Award, into an awful, boring, non-teaching teacher.
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Chapter 4

1. Mr. Larson's students know very little about his life outside of school. How much do you know about your teachers? What do you imagine they do in their own time? Do you believe they have different in-school and out-of-school personalities? 

2. Mr. Larson remembers WHY he became a teacher. The story says, “Karl Larson could see it clearly. The only reason that he and those kids were together was to do the job—the job of schooling. Those kids didn’t need Karl Larson’s life story. They needed Mr. Larson, the teacher.”  Write a paragraph explaining what this means.
