The Code of Hammurabi and the Bill of Rights
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Display the transparency entitled, “Hammurabi and the Bill of Rights,” located in Supplemental Materials and ask students to complete the assignment in groups of three or four.  After students have completed this assignment divide the class in half.  Each group should present their radio broadcast to their half the class.   Ask students to write one idea that they think of as a result of viewing each presentation. 
“Hammurabi and the Bill of Rights”
As you know, Hammurabi lived more than three thousand years before the writing of the Bill of Rights.  The Code of Hammurabi and the Bill of Rights therefore contain different perspectives.  While Hammurabi’s Code included different laws for different people, the Bill of Rights, at least in writing, applied its laws to all people.  In this exercise, imagine that Hammurabi had introduced the Bill of Rights instead of his Code.  How do you think the commoners living in Mesopotamia would have perceived his laws?  Develop a two to three minute radio broadcast within which you solicit the opinions of individuals living in Mesopotamia on these issues.
