The Button Box: An Interdisciplinary Lesson on Sorting   

Time frame:

30-45 minutes

Focus Skills:
Comparing and Ordering


Data Collection and Organization


Interpretation of Data


Reading Comprehension

Materials:
The Button Box, by Margarette Reid

Buttons of various shapes, sizes, and colors      

Objective:
Students will be able to identify attributes used to sort objects by independently performing open and closed sorts with buttons. 

Standards:
2.K.1  Identify attributes used to sort objects.   

Extensions:
Literacy:  Students may choose their favorite button and create a story about it to write in their journals (where it came from, who used to own it, etc…)


Math:  Create AAB, ABC, AABBCC, patterns using the buttons

Vocabulary:

sorting, classify, describe

Anticipatory Set: 
Invite students to sit in a circle on the rug.  Hold up a button and ask for volunteers to describe the button.  For example, “What color is it?” “Where does it look like it might have come from?” “How many holes does it have?”  Next, play the “button, button, describe the button” game.   Ask students to pass the button around in a circle until you say stop.  Whoever is holding the button must describe it in some way.  Keep playing the game and encourage students to come up with new ways to describe the button.  

Instruction:
Read aloud the book, The Button Box by Margarette Reid.  At the end of the story, ask questions to check for understanding.  Also discuss any connection students may have to buttons or a button collection.  “Can you describe the buttons in the story?”  “Do you have a button on you that reminds you of one from the story?”  “How are buttons alike/different?” “Do you have something special that you like to collect?”  “Do you think we could sort buttons too…how?”  “How many ways could you describe color? (green, not green, light, dark, blue green, yellow green)” “What are some ways to describe the shape (round, not round)”

Guided Practice:
Give each student a stack of buttons.  Encourage him/her to find a place to sit where others will not be distracting.  First instruct students to perform a closed sort.  For example, “red and not red.”  Walk around and check for understanding.  Then review other ways of sorting as a whole group.  Allow students to do an open sort.  Walk around the room and provide help as necessary.  

Closure:
Instruct students to leave their button sorts on the floor/desk and walk around the room to look at the various ways classmates decided to sort buttons.  Then gather students back together as a group and ask if anyone found someone who decided to sort their buttons the same way/different way.  Ask students if they would do their sort differently next time.  What did they think of this activity?  What problems might you have when sorting buttons or other objects?  

Independent Practice:
Place the buttons and hula-hoops as a center choice.  Allow students to sort the buttons doing an open sort and encourage them to use the hula-hoops to organize and display their results.  Also, place The Button Box book in the reading center.

1.  Which higher-order thinking skill(s) are utilized in your lesson?

A. Analysis: simplifying the buttons into a closed sort category

B. Synthesis:  constructing original ways to sort buttons

C. Evaluation:  decide if the students understand the concept of sorting by evaluating their responses and open sort work during the guided practice. 

2. How will you support your low-level students?

The playful start to this activity, with the songs and movements, will help students relax and have fun during this assignment.  The low-level students will be more likely to answer questions in a relaxed environment.  Also, the students can learn from their peers during the whole group discussions.  And finally, I will provide 1:1 help as needed during the guided practice.  

3. How will you support your ELL students?


The realistic pictures from the text will help reinforce the vocabulary for the ELL students.  ELL students will also have the opportunity to learn from peers during the whole group discussions.  Additionally, I will provide 1:1 help as needed during the guided practice.

4. How will you challenge your gifted students?  

The gifted students will have the opportunity to be leaders among their peers during the class 

discussions.  Also, there is no limit to their creativity during the open sort.  As I walk around the room during the guided practice, I will encourage the gifted students to be creative and complex in their sorting.
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