Cawn

Am Lit

Archetypal Journal—Chapters 15 & 16

Please read Chapters 15 & 16 for Thursday.

The group presenting is using an archetypal lens to discuss these chapters (and any other archetypal aspects of the text, as necessary). It’s a hard concept to grasp at first, but once you realize the prevalence of in popular culture, it’s not a stretch in the least. Some of you might even find it fun.
Again, Archetypes are original models of literary elements—such as characters, symbols, etc.—that get copied, patterned and emulated in other works throughout time. By looking at the similar structures and patterns of literature, we aim to reveal the pressing issues and the fundamental characteristics of mankind—think of it as if civilization hasn’t had any new ideas in a long time. Identifying the significance of the repetition allows us access to key truths about the inter-connectedness of our lives.
Common Categories of Archetypes:

Archetypal characters:  include such things as anti-heroes (Batman), the reluctant hero (Neo), the hopeless romantic (Gatsby).

Archetypal symbols: colors, mirrors, and flowers are good examples
Archetypal conflicts: Dichotomies such as good vs. evil and light vs. dark
For those of you had Mr. Reiff last year, you should know that the “Hero’s Journey” is the quintessential archetype, as it’s found in most stories...even those dating back a millennia or two.

Assignment: Pick a specific “archetypal” pattern in the book and write a journal response for the reading that examines this commonality. To get you started, consider these questions:
·How do ________ (images, characters, narrative designs, themes, and other literary phenomena) in this text reflect similar characteristics in other texts? 

·What patterns emerge that seem common or classic? 

·What about this text is almost universally true in all literature?

·Perhaps most importantly, what does this repetition tell us about, well, us?

100 words. With a direct textual reference. And your personal perspective, of course.
Due: Thursday

Points: 5

