Cawn

Am Lit

Group Work—Chapters 4 & 5

Part I: In your groups, discuss the following questions; I’ll come around and peek my head in.

Chapter 4:

a) What can you infer about the letter sent to Daisy the night before her wedding? Who’s it from? What does it say? Afterwards, why does she sober up and marry Tom? What’s significant about the way Jordan describes Tom and Daisy’s relationship after the marriage (76-77)?

b) Why do you think Gatsby insists on Daisy seeing his house? (79)

Chapter 5:

a) What is the significance of the scene with the clock when Daisy and Gatsby first reunite (86-87)? Think about what the clock and time might symbolize here.

b) What’s with the shirts? Why would Gatsby show them to Daisy? What do you make of her reaction? (92)

c) How is that Nick’s presence makes Gatsby and Daisy more “satisfactorily alone” (94)?

d) What do you make of the changes in weather that occur throughout the chapter?

Part II:  In your group, paraphrase the follow passages. I don’t want you to summarize the main ideas in the paragraph; instead, rewrite these passages in your own words to express these ideas in your own language.

1. “Possibly it had occurred to [Gatsby] that the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever. Compared to the great distance that had separated him from Daisy it had seemed very near to her, almost touching her. It had seemed as close as a star to the moon. Now it was again a green light on a dock. His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one” (93).

2. “Almost five years! There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams -not through her own fault, but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone beyond her, beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a creative passion, adding to it all the time, decking it out with every bright feather that drifted his way” (95-96).

3. “I think [Daisy’s] voice held him most, with its fluctuating, feverish warmth, because it couldn’t be over-dreamed—that voice was a deathless song” (96).

