TEACHING PARTS OF SPEECH

The unit describes a system for teaching the main parts of speech that will absolutely work with students who are at least fluent in spoken English, such that they will be able to identify and correctly use those parts of speech in sentences in as little as a single class period without having to memorize definitions.  

The method is based on two premises.  One is the “patterns” approach to grammar. That concept is that the grammatical function of a given word in English is mostly decided not by its form, but by its position in a sentence. This being true, it follows that any given word is interchangeable with any other word of the same part of speech in another sentence.  It may not mean the same thing at all, but it will grammatically fit in that slot.  Thus, anywhere you can use an adjective – for example, “happy,” as in The boy is happy – you can use any adjective: The boy is sad, the boy is ugly, the boy is pusillanimous, or the sad boy, the ugly boy, the pusillanimous boy.  The same is mainly true of the other main parts of speech: adverb, noun, and verb, including the distinctions between concrete and abstract nouns and transitive and intransitive verbs. Prepositions and coordinating conjunctions don’t fit that pattern as neatly, but the unit includes simple mnemonic devices to identify them as well. 

The other underlying premise is that any fluent speaker can “hear” when certain words are used correctly or incorrectly.  No fluent speaker will misuse the word “happy,” for example.  It only remains for the student to learn the six pattern words to be able to master the system.  

The unit includes a detailed (though optional) method of introducing the general concept to a class, the specific pattern words for the parts of speech and suggested methods of presenting them with practice examples, follow-up reinforcement exercises, the above mentioned mnemonic devices, and (however grudgingly) some definitions, largely because parents and administrators are convinced that any teaching of grammar must include definitions.


Again, your class will be able to understand and employ the system in one class period, though the materials are designed to be used beyond that time.

