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 Maroo of the Winter Caves by Ann Turnbull (1997-2008)
Teaching Metacognative Reading Strategies

Maroo is a book of the Madeleine people, set at the end of the Ice Age. Some of the key overlaps essential in the understanding of the book are the ways of nomadic life, the difference in the climate and the geographic differences facing people at that time.  This unit is about reading strategies, but is made stronger by a thorough look at early man at the end of the Ice Age. The reading strategies come mostly from two resources: Mosaic of Thought by Susan Zimmermann and Ellin Oliver Keene (1997,) some of the ideas from reciprocal teaching Palincsar (1986,) and some of the content strategies come from Project GLAD (http://www.projectglad.com/).  
Before Beginning

I start the unit having the students make a wall mural.  Each group is given an animal to draw which is then taped on top of a paper background of sky, hills, and grass.  (You may want to read day 30 and give students a note-taking organizer to record what they learned about early man so they can use it to do the paragraph about what they learned.)  I download pictures form the Internet of animals such as wholly mammoth and rhino, saber-tooth tiger, as well as animals from the book such as lynx, ibex, hare, ptarmigan and wolverine. It is best to include a cave, if possible, to display the art from Day 17.
Day One

Have students fill out a personal KWL chart about mankind at the end of the Ice Age.  What do they already know about the Ice Age and people then, etc?  Depending on your school rules, parent demographics, Ed code, standards, etc. do a pictorial input about the life, ways, and changes of early hominids.  To do this: 1.) Draw a map of the world in marker. 2.) In different areas select images of clip art for a main idea from each of the hominids in the notes provided and draw these images in pencil. 3.) As you talk in front of the class about each hominid, go over the pencil drawing in marker and add main idea words for the facts you are sharing, writing directly on the poster. I always had kids come up to the front of class and stand/act out the different hominids in a timeline like way (one kid for each hominid.)  I always focused the way I talked on how humans have adapted over time versus how different hominid species evolved over time which I think would be trickier and more appropriate in a science class. See attached PDF file for sample.
Day Two

As a class, list questions on the KWL chart. The idea is to ask the question, “What do you know about people at the end of the Ice Age?”  “What would you like to know about them, their lives, ways or times?” Also make a prediction entry in a reading journal to answer the question “What do you think the novel Maroo will teach you about the Madeleine people and life at the end of the Ice Age?” 

There are 32 days total
Abuela’s Weave







Text to World

Text to World connections are very hard. This is where you connect something happening in the text to an issue happening in the world. Let’s practice by reading Abuela’s Weave.

	 
	Abuela's Weave
	Maroo
	My own life

	Environment
	 
	 
	 

	Chores/Jobs
	 
	 
	 

	Family
	 
	 
	 

	Issues
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