The Cultural Core

To truly understand a culture, you must understand its core. This can be done using a pyramid model:

· The basis, the bottom of the pyramid, of any society is its economy, i.e. is it agricultural? Nomadic? If the economy doesn’t work, the society will fail. 

· On top of the economy sits the social structure, i.e. the political system, family structure, etc. The social structure of a society depends largely on the type and success of the economy. This version of the organizer just includes Upper, Middle, and Lower classes, but it can be adjusted.
· The top of the pyramid is beliefs, i.e. religion, tradition, etc. Beliefs, or ideology, vary according to economy, social structure and region.

Students should also identify the culture or country being studied and the climate of the region.

Below is a worksheet for the study of a country or culture. Encourage students to keep track of the “Cultural Core” as the unit or lesson progresses. When it is complete it can be a valuable organizational and study tool.

