The Writing Process In Action
NINE PATTERNS OF ESSAY WRITING DEVELOPMENT

All writing has been divided into the following:

· Exposition-The writer provides information about and explains a particular subject.  Six ways to develop expository writing.

· Examples-giving examples. Give detail, particular instances to explain statements you make.

· Process-detailing the process of doing or making something. Give a series of steps carried out in a definite order.

· Cause & Effect-analyzing causes or effects. Effect is the result of an action.  Cause is the action. Actions have a series of effect-good or bad. Writers sometimes explain things that happening in our lives through cause and effect.

· Comparison & Contrast-comparing and contrasting two or more variables. Explaining how two or more things are similar is to compare.  Explaining how two or more things are different is to contrast. Writers sometimes write by making frequent association between two or more subjects.

· Definition-defining a term or concept. We make clear in a more complete and formal way our personal understanding of a term.  Definition writing typically starts with one meaning of a term, then illustrate with a series of details.

· Division & Classification-dividing something into parts or grouping into categories. Writing an essay in which you divide or classify a subject according to a single principle.

· Description-a verbal picture of a person, place or thing. Writing vivid details using words that appeal to the reader’s five senses, smell, see, taste, touch, and hearing.

· Narration-a writer tells the story of something that happened. Presenting in details particularly in the order in which things happened.

· Argumentation and Persuasion-an attempt to prove a point or defend an opinion. Providing solid evidence to support a point of view.  You may use persuasion based on clear logical reason.  Arguing a position and defending it.


                   A helpful guide for essay writing










Name:___________________________________  Date:__________

Writing to Read Activity : 

Directions: For this assignment, you will complete an unfinished essay by adding appropriate supporting examples.  Here is the incomplete essay. Then tell which of the nine pattern of writing development the best describes the essay.
Problems with My Apartment





     Perhaps the worst problem has been with the inconsiderate neighbors who lived in the apartment about me.  ….





     Sometimes, my apartment seems like a small, friendly oasis surrounded by hostile enemies.  I never know what side trouble is going to come from next: the landlord, or the neighbors.  Home may be where the heart is, but my sanity is thinking about moving out.





     I’ve had a problem not only with my landlord but also with and incompetent janitor.  ….





     When I was younger, I dreamed about how my life would be when I moved into my own apartment.  Now I’m a bit older and wiser and my dreams have turned into nightmares.  My apartment has given me nothing but headaches.  From the day I signed the lease, I’ve had to deal with an uncooperative landlord, and incompetent janitor, and inconsiderate neighbors.





     First of all, my landlord has been uncooperative.  ….



































Title of Essay





Grab the reader’s attention: 


i.e. Life Without Television





 Opening remarks to catch reader’s interest:


(+/- six sentences)


Thesis-i.e. Living without television proved itself to be a good fortune for our family.


Supporting evidence to back up thesis- i.e. It became easy for us to enjoy some activities alone.


Plan development: (State more supporting evidence intended to be expanded upon in the Body of the essay.)





Introduction paragraph





Paragraph 1 (supporting points): (+/- six sentences)


Topic Sentence: i.e. First of all, while the television was in the repair shop we discovered quality time for our personal interests.


Specific evidence: (Give examples of personal interests.)





Body: 


(three supporting paragraphs)





Paragraph 2 (supporting points): (+/- six sentences)


Topic Sentence: i.e. Second, there were many chores around the house that needed attention.


Specific evidence:   (Give detailed examples of chores completed.)





Paragraph 3 (supporting points): (+/- six sentences) 


Topic Sentence: i.e. Finally, we were able to spend quality time with each other and friends.


Specific evidence: (Give examples of quality time together.)





Summary or General closing remarks: 


(+/- seven sentences) i.e. Once the television set was returned home, we were able to manage our viewing time. 





Conclusion








