                                                         WHY STUDY SPANISH?

There are many reasons for studying a foreign language, especially Spanish.  Ask your students to discuss as many as they can.  Add to their list with the following information.  Create a positive attitude to learning a foreign language and emphasize that learning a new language can be interesting as well as fun.

 1.  Most of the foreign language population in the United States has come from Spanish-speaking countries.  Areas such as New York, Florida, California, New Mexico, and Texas are heavily populated by Hispanics.

 2.
More than 20 million people in the United States alone speak Spanish, not to mention Spain, the 19 independent countries in the Americas, and other populations around the world.

 3.
With international relationships and trade expanding as they are today, Spanish becomes an important means of communication.

 4.
Spanish is important in studying some of the greatest writers in the literary field:  Cervantes, Lope de Vega, Federico García Lorca, Pablo Neruda, Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriela Mistral, Gabriel García Márquez, Luisa Valenzuela, Carlos Fuentes, and Mario Vargas Llosa.  Not only is the language important for reading them in the original, but also for understanding literary terms such as pun d'honor, tertulia, amor, Don Juan, gaucho, celestina, romancero, cante jondo, mester de juglaría, auto de fé, and coplas.
 5.
The cultural heritage of Puerto Rico, Florida, and the American Southwest is due to the Spanish influence and exploration in these areas.

 6.
Many of the city, street, regional, and geographical names come from Spanish.  
 7.
Travelers to Latin America, the Caribbean, and Spain can make good use of the language and their knowledge of the cultures of these areas.

 8.
Learning Spanish will help you recognize words in the other five Romance languages:  French, Provençal (a form of French from Provence), Italian, Portuguese, and Rumanian.  If you travel in Spain or live near Valencia, you will hear them speak valenciano, a language that is a combination of French and Spanish.

