“New York Minute” Speech Assignment

Length:  
You must keep talking for 27 seconds, which is said to be the length of a New York minute.  Try not to speak much more than one full minute (60 seconds).

Instructions:  

This is an impromptu speech, which means it is given “without preparation.”  This is the last speech assigned for this unit and, although it’s the shortest, in some ways it’s the most difficult because you cannot prepare in advance.  In fact, you will draw your topic right before you give your speech!

You will get to draw two topics and choose between them, putting the one you do not want back into the selection bin.

Use your experience with speech outlines to help you.  Don’t panic:  you know you need an attention getter, statement of purpose, statement of relevancy, preview of main points, main points, summary of main points, restatement of purpose, call to action, and ending line.  I have copied an outline onto the back of this sheet of paper.  Use this as your brainstorming page when you draw your topic.  Write all over it to organize your thoughts before speaking!

 Here are some examples of impromptu speech topics:

· How to pack for an airline flight

· Best places to eat in East Grand Forks

· Choosing a sport that’s right for you

· Why everyone in MN goes to the lake

· How to be a hockey fan

· The most efficient way to do your Christmas shopping

· What life would be like with no cell phones

· Why MN is so much better than ND

Try one of the above topics out and see how you do.  You may find that once you have the basics of giving a speech down, you can rise to any occasion!  If you’re nervous, just remember that it will all be over in a New York minute.  (  
“New York Minute” Speech Evaluation for ________________________

	Content and Organization
	The speaker used an introduction that caught our attention, mentioned purpose and relevance, and previewed the main points of the speech.
	Could Improve                                 Polished

1                2                 3                 4            5



	
	The speaker adequately covered three main points (one for each item), transitioning clearly in between.
	Could Improve                                 Polished

1                2                 3                 4            5

	
	The speaker used a conclusion that summarized the main points, repeated the purpose, called the audience to action, and neatly wrapped up.
	Could Improve                                 Polished

1                2                 3                 4            5

	Style and Delivery
	The speaker made good use of eye contact, gestures, rate of speech, volume, and body movement.  He or she appeared at ease.
	Could Improve                                 Polished

1                2                 3                 4            5


Comments:







Total Score _________ / 20
