Static and Dynamic Characters
Generally, one or more of a story’s characters change as a result of the events of the story. A character who grows emotionally, learns a lesson, or alters his or her behavior is called a dynamic character. Such a character, relatively complex and fully developed, is also considered a round character. The writer provides enough details for the reader to understand such a character’s feelings and emotions. A static character, one who is simple, with few emotions, remains unchanged throughout the story can also be called flat. 

Use the chart below to document characters’ actions and statements as the story progresses to see if they change (dynamic) or remain unchanged (static). 

	Character: Melinda
	Page
	Character: Heather
	Page

	I should probably tell someone.
	99
	We were never really friends.
	105

	Do I want him to like me? No. I just want anyone to like me.
	109
	Heather sends Melinda a Christmas card saying “Thanks for understanding” after telling Melinda they shouldn’t hang out anymore. 
	110

	I put the gown back. There is nothing wrong with me. (Melinda visited a hospital when skipping school)
	113
	Heather asks Melinda to help her decorate for the prom so she can stay in good graces with the Marthas. 
	178

	You said we had to put emotions into our art. I don’t know what that means. I don’t know what I am supposed to feel. (Melinda was opening up to Mr. Freeman)
	122
	Heather is not at school today. Everyone is gripping about her lame decorations. I bet she calls in sick for the rest of the year.
	190

	Two Melindas fight every step of the way. Melinda one is pissed she couldn’t go to the party.
	132
	
	

	Melinda cleans out the yard to make room for new growth.
	166-68
	
	

	Melinda stands up to Heather and tells her no when she asks for help decorating. 
	181
	
	

	I called them because some guy raped me. (Melinda tells Rachel/Rachelle about the rape)
	183
	
	

	I said no. (Melinda stands up to Andy when tries to attack her again)
	195
	
	

	Melinda is a dynamic character because she changes from withdrawn and closed because of her rape to strong and vocal.
	Dynamic
	Heather is static because she never changes during the course of the story. She is concerned about how she looks and if she is liked.
	Static


