Tips on how to use these word problems

1. Determine the math readiness of the students in terms of addition and subtraction skills.  Select the appropriate pages for individual needs.

2. Teach word problem vocabulary, e.g. each, every, times, altogether, in all.

3. Model writing an equation and concluding sentence for each problem (see example below).  This will allow the teacher to better understand the student’s thought process in solving the problem and make it easier for him or her to assist the student.

Jo went to the store and bought 4 candies.  Each candy cost 10 cents.  How much did she spend?

10+10+10+10=40 (or 4x10=40)

She spent 40 cents.

4. Children solve problems. They should be encouraged to use a variety of problem solving strategies, including pictures, manipulatives, number lines, etc.

5. Mark answers.  An Answer Key, including equation and concluding sentence, is included for ease in marking.

Note:  The intended purpose of these problems is to allow children to use math skills in context, therefore when necessary, the teacher or a classmate should read them aloud to the student. 
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         1A
1. Jo went to the store and bought 4 candies.  Each candy cost 10 cents.  How much did she spend?


2. Mom went to the gym to work out.  She lifted 2 pounds, 5 times.  How many pounds did she lift in all?


3. One day Sue saw 20 ants walking in a straight line.  Each ant was 2 inches long.  How long was the whole line?


4. Emma saw 10 butterflies on a tree.  Each butterfly was 5 inches long.  If all the butterflies were in a line, how long would the line 
Answers
	1A
	1
	10+10 (4 times)=40
	Jo spent 40 cents.

	
	2
	2+2 (5 times)=10
	Mom lifted 10 pounds.

	
	3
	2+2 (20 times) =40
	The whole line was 40 inches long.

	
	4
	5+5 (10 times)=50
	The line would be 50 inches long.


