Coins in the Time Traveler Courtroom
By Kathy Applebee
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CAST OF CHARACTERS 

PATTY O’PHURNITURE (F)..............A teenage girl and plaintiff in the case.

JIM KLASS  (M)................………......A teenage boy and defendant in the case.

BAILIFF  (M/F)...................……………………….........Court employee, formal.

JUDGE (M/F)....................…………........A Judge Judy type.
JULIUS CAESAR (or his mother Aurelia)
ARISTOTLE (or Hypatia of Alexandria)
PHEIDIPPIDES (or Hera the goddess)
JUPITER (or his goddess wife, Juno)
ODYSSEUS (or his wife Penelope)
Setting: Modern Day Courtroom

Aligned with VA SOL’s

Social Studies

3.1
The student will explain how the contributions of ancient Greece and Rome have influenced the present world in terms of architecture, government (direct and representative democracy), and sports.

3.4
The student will develop map skills by

a)
locating Greece, Rome, and West Africa;

b)
describing the physical and human characteristics of Greece, Rome, and West Africa; 

c)
explaining how the people of Greece, Rome, and West Africa adapted to and/or changed their environment to meet their needs

English

3.5
The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of fiction.

Understand basic plots of fairy tales, myths, folktales, legends, and fables.

SCENE 1

TIME: Present

AT RISE:

Lights come up to reveal a courtroom.  PATTY is seated behind the prosecutor’s table while JIM is seated at defendant’s table. The judge’s seat is behind a small table on a raised platform.  The witness docket is stage right.  An American flag is stage left.  BALIFF enters with JUDGE trailing a few seconds behind. 

BAILIFF: All rise.  (All cast and audience members should stand until the judge is seated) Time Traveler Court is now in session.  The Honorable Judge Jo Jo Brown presiding. (JUDGE sits)  You may be seated.

JUDGE: What’s our first case?

BAILIFF: (Reads from papers) Patty O’Phurniture is suing Jim Klass for breach of contract, fraud and for causing her to miss watching High School Musical at a friend’s house for the fourth time this week. 
JUDGE: How do you plead, Mr. Klass?

JIM: Not guilty. (He returns to seat)
JUDGE: Swear the defendant and plaintiff in.

BALIFF: (Presenting a Bible) Do you affirm you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God and upon pain of perjury?  

JIM: I do.  (BALIFF then extends the Bible to PATTY.  PATTY places hands on incorrectly and has to be corrected by the BAILIFF.  Finally she gets her right hand on the Bible and raises her left hand)
BAILIFF: Do you affirm you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God and upon pain of perjury?  

PATTY: Ummm.  What’s perjury?

BALIFF: Lying to the court.  It’s a crime.

PATTY: I promise to tell the truth.

BAILIFF: You may be seated.  (Exits while shaking head) 
JUDGE: The plaintiff may begin.  (PATTY is oblivious)  Miss O’Phurniture.
PATTY: What?

JUDGE:  The Plaintiff may begin.

PATTY: I don’t know who Plain Tiff is; I’m Patty and I’m sure not plain.
JUDGE:  The Plaintiff is the person who brings the charges.

PATTY: I didn’t bring anything.  They even make you leave your cell phone outside.

JUDGE: (Starting to get exasperated) Please state your case against the defendant, (Points at Jim when she looks confused about what a defendant is) Mr. Klass. 

PATTY: (To JUDGE, reading off a paper) Ohhhhh.  Your Honor, (To audience) Ladies and Gentlemen of our esteemed jury.  On January 1, 2009 the defendant asked me if I wanted to see his Uncle’s third cousin’s twice-removed collection of gold, silver and bronze European Engravings.  He said they were (Making quotation marks in the air with her fingers while awkwardly holding the paper) “amazing historical artifacts”. (Not reading off the paper and very put out)  I said I did because …  (Realizes she’s ad libbing and reads the rest off of the paper) I thereby passed up an opportunity to see High School Musical for the fourth time this week.   I am seeking damages of $50.00.   

JUDGE: Miss O’Phurniture, what did you expect to see at the defendant’s uncle’s third cousin’s twice-removed house on the day in question?

PATTY: I thought I would see some classy art like these cool huge statues of the Sphinx and stuff like that. Made of gold.

JUDGE: And what did you see?

PATTY: A bunch of stupid coins.

JUDGE: (to Jim)  Your witness.

JIM: What was on those coins I showed you?

PATTY: Pictures of these old guys.  I think one of them was President Washington.

JIM: Weren’t they, in fact, carefully engraved renderings of famous Greeks and Romans?  Aren’t coins, in fact, history you can hold in your hands?

PATTY: (Kind of embarrassed) I don’t know.   Who cares about a bunch of dead people from far away.  They don’t have anything to do with people here and now.
JIM:  But you are so wrong.  Each coin tells a part of history that has contributed to the United State’s history and out present situation today. (To JUDGE) Nothing further.  

JUDGE: You may be seated:  (Patty leaves the witness dock and takes her seat). 

JIM:  Your Honor, I wish to call some rather unusual witnesses –

JUDGE: That is what Time Traveler Court is all about, calling witnesses from the past.  Call your first witness to take the stand.

JIM: I call Julius Caesar to the stand.  (Julius enters and takes the docket) Please state your full name for the record and tell us about yourself.

JULIUS:  I’m Julius Caesar, a Roman general and statesman.  I helped form the republic of Rome and defended Rome from her enemies.
JIM: What is a republic?

JULIUS: It is a form of government that allows citizens to vote for the people who will make the laws in the land. 

JIM: Is it known by another name?

JULIUS: Yes, a representative democracy.  We got the democracy idea from the Greeks and changed or adapted it for us living in the Roman Empire.

JIM: What does a republic have to do with modern day America?

Production Notes

Characters: 2 male; 2 female

Playing Time: 22+ minutes, depending on how long Odysseus’ story is..

Costumes: Jim is dressed in a school P.E. uniform, Judge in black robes, Bailiff in navy dress slacks and long sleeved shirt with a badge on right side; Patty as a typical teen girl who chews gum and blows bubble with it occasionally.
Julius Caesar – toga, red cloak, helmet, leather belt, sandals
Aristotle – toga, long grey hair and beard, scroll
Pheidippedes – toga, sandals, close cropped hair
Jupiter – robes, laurel wreath over long black curly hair and black beard
Odysseus – garment of rags made to slipover the head, hooded cape
Properties: gavel
Setting: Modern day courtroom which should include tables for the defense and prosecution, a judge’s bench, witness docket (Chair), and an American flag.  
Lighting and Sound: No special effects.

The United States Mint website  ( http://www.usmint.gov/ )  has a great deal of background information as well as free materials (https://materials.usmint.gov/$1coin/ ) that can be used in conjunction with this play.   American Numismatist Association website (http://money.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home) provides additional background information. 
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