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A readers theater script

By Kathy Applebee

CAST

Antigone -  Tragic heroine and black sheep of the family. 

Creon  -  Antigone's uncle and the ruler of Thebes. 

Ismene -  Beautiful, happy, the good girl of the family. 
Haemon -  Creon’s son & Antigone's fiancé.
Nurse -   Everyday, affectionate, reassuring mother figure
Eurydice  -  Creon's wife.
Chorus and Leader of chorus

CHORUS: Behold.  Here comes Antigone.
LEADER: She will burst forth as the tense, sallow, willful girl and rise up alone against authority.

CHORUS: Only to die young.

LEADER: Here comes Haemon, Antigone's intended.

CHORUS: And what a hottie he is.

LEADER: You would have thought he’d chase Ismene. 
CHORUS: She’s hot herself.

LEADER: Now Creon comes, the King of Thebes.

CHORUS: How he dreads his duties.

CREON: Hear me all you people of Thebes.  Let Eteocles be buried with honors but let Polynices lie unwept, unburied, so the birds can feast on his flesh.  Anyone who interferes shall perish by the cruel death of stoning.

Script continues in full version

Suggestions for using the Antigone readers theater script to teach

This is a reading activity, and although students are not asked to memorize their lines they are encouraged to "ham it up" and use intonation, facial expression and gestures appropriate to their characters and their characters’ words.

Readers’ Theater provides repeated reading practice—an important factor in building fluency. Repeated reading practice also improves students’ comprehension, confidence in, and enthusiasm for reading. It provides an exciting change of pace from everyday practice sessions.  

Most experts agree that a script should be read at least three times.  The first time is a cold read.  The teacher may wish to give notes, explaining character traits etc during the first read through.  Stop and explain any vocabulary that is unfamiliar or used in an unfamiliar way.

The second read through should be done with expression.  Subsequent read throughs can add gestures, facial expressions and fine tune the delivery.  Also parts can be switched around so students experience different viewpoints and to balance the roles since some have only one or two lines.

If you plan to switch roles, assign the larger roles to the better readers the first time through so they model more fluent reading.  Weaker readers will do better if assigned a larger role later, after they have seen and heard more proficient readers perform first. 

Having taught in the prison system and alternative education, I have found readers theater a way to engage attention seeking and risk taking students who may be disruptive at other times but find “acting out a part” a way to channel their attention seeking and risk taking behaviors.

It’s a wonderful opportunity for students to provide expertise entertainment for others at practically no cost since props, costumes and a set are not used.

The script can be used as an introduction to Antigone so students have a general knowledge of the plot and major characters. The disadvantage is it gives away the ending.  It can also be used to conclude a unit on Greek literature or even Oedipus Rex.
Implementation

Step 1: Duplicate and distribute scripts. Explain the Greek playwright Sophocles wrote Antigone, around 442 B.C. as the last installment of the Theban Trilogy consisting  of Oedipus Rex (Oedipus the King), Oedipus at Colonus, and Antigone.  Antigone was written first and has been performed most often.  It is one of seven of Sophocles' one hundred-twenty-three tragedies that has survived to the modern era.  It is a tale of a teenagers defiance of the law.
Step 2: Allow students to scan script silently then read the script out loud.  If your group is inexperienced, the teacher should take a major role to model how the students should read.

Step 3: Read a second time, encouraging verbal expression.  Don’t be afraid to stop the reading to explain words that are stumbling blocks or to model exactly how you want the line delivered. 

Step 4: Allow students to rehearse at home or in small groups.  

Step 5: Give assignments to help students understand character, plot, climax, setting, possibly splitting them into groups to explore print and online resources to determine how a particular character changes (most don’t), where the climactic point of the story is and how that affects their delivery, background information that relates to customs, the setting, etc. 

Step 6: Read the story again, including all readers. If you are getting ready for a performance, have each person highlight their lines so they are less likely to lose their places. If any pantomime is being done, have them jot down their stage directions in the margin so they know when to step out and fight.

Step 7: Encourage readers to illustrate their characters, scripts and favorite parts.  Give extension activities such as a writing assignment done as the character they play.  A couple of examples in RAFT format follow.  (Don’t know what a RAFT paper is?  See http://www.writingfix.com/wac/RAFT.htm or http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/raft
RAFT Writing assignments

R: Your character

A: Antigone
F: Letter or text message

T: Why you should live
Further RAFTS and extension activities included in full version
Online games and more
The following online games are free to use and provide good review and reinforcement.  You might consider doing some as a class with two teams 

http://www.quia.com/ba/113996.html Ancient Greece battleship style game.  Provides insight into Greek culture

http://www.quia.com/rr/323747.html Review important background information about the play.

Additional games and resources included in full version including a link to the full text online.
