	Quality
	4 
Responses at this level:
	3 
Responses at this level:
	2 
Responses at this level:
	1
Responses at this level:

	Hook Sentence
	The introductory paragraph contains a strong hook that grabs the reader’s attention. The hook clearly relates to the topic of the essay. 
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Thesis and Main Points: The intro is a clear map of the rest of the essay

	The introductory paragraph contains a clear thesis statement that describes the topic of the essay, and a clear outline of the main points to be discussed.
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Opponent’s Argument: (Body Paragraph #1) Writer has clearly considered the view of the opponent
	Paragraph contains: 

· A clear topic sentence stating your opponent’s view
· A clear explanation of the opposing view of the topic (including indirect and direct evidence). 


	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Organization and Focus: Your essay has a clear introduction, body, and conclusion. Your essay stays focused on the thesis.
	Body Paragraph #2 and #3 contain: 

· A clear topic sentence related to a main point mentioned in the introduction
· A clear explanation of the supporting argument of the topic (including indirect and direct evidence). 


	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Conclusion
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position, by restating the thesis, the 3 main points, and by presenting a solution to problem.


	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Transitional Phrases

	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Conventions – your essay uses correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, capitalization, and paragraphs
	You check your work and are sure there are no spelling, punctuation, or grammatical errors-you check your work and are sure there are no spelling, punctuation, or grammatical errors
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW

	Language Use – Your essay uses language appropriate for the specific audience and writing purpose as stated in the “task”
	-language is appropriate for specific audience and purpose of essay
-you use quotation marks when citing direct quotes from the texts
-refer to the author and titles of each passage when discussing them
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW
	PREVIEW




















