Recording Tuning Forks

DO NOT BANG the tuning fork on anything hard, like another tuning fork or the edge of a table. The heel of your hand or the bottom of your shoe are acceptable

You’ll record 3 tuning forks, calculate the frequency, and compare it to the frequency stamped on the tuning fork.

The microphones work best if you hold the tuning fork directly in front of the little microphone on the side of the microphone box.

You should get a very pure sine wave from a tuning fork. If you don’t, try again.

The time window is very short, so you have to hit the tuning fork 1st, place it in front of the microphone, then press collect.

On each graph you print, make sure it has your name and the stamped frequency of the tuning on the graph. Double-click on your graph to enter this information before you print.

On each printout of a graph :

a) Calculate the frequency by counting the total complete waves, and dividing by the time.

b) Compare that to the stamped frequency using the following equation

absolute value  (100 -  ( 100  x  stamped/calculated))  =  % error 

