Realistic Fiction Genre Study


Introduction
Realistic fiction is a genre many children love to read since the stories often depict real problems happening to kids with whom children can identify.  I have designed a realistic fiction genre study intended to be used for my fifth grade class.  All students, regardless of their reading level, can read realistic fiction and have ideas about characters, which is what my genre study focuses on.  I believe this unit is best suited for the beginning of the school year. 
Goals
My goals for this genre study, which would take about five weeks including the time for the final project, are as follows:

Included when you purchase this product.

Read Aloud
The read aloud book I have selected for this genre study is Tales of A Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume.  

Summary of the book:  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing shows readers what it is like to go from being an only child to an older brother.  While we never see Peter as an only child, we get a sense he’s having a hard time adjusting to life with a hyper, badly behaved older brother in the house.  The book takes you through Farley Drexel Hatcher’s (aka: Fudge) second year of life through the eyes of his older brother Peter.  Whether it’s babysitting his brother in Central Park when he tries to fly or searching for his brother who disappears in a dark movie theater, readers can quickly empathize with Peter’s daily struggles living with the mischievous Fudge.
Rationale for selecting this book:  
Included when you purchase this product.

Activity:  
Included when you purchase this product.

Book List
10 Book Suggestions are included when you purchase this product.

Minilesson Teaching Point:
Readers pay close attention to what the main character does, sees, thinks and says by jotting down information on post-its.

Materials:  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, chart paper, magic markers, pencils, post-its, extra copies of  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, if needed.

Connection:  Boys and girls, over the past week and a half you’ve really been getting to know the main characters in the books you’ve been reading.  I’m so pleased by the way you’ve all been able to talk about your characters… it almost seems as if you know them!  

I want to teach you a new skill for looking at our characters.  Readers envision the main character so they can create a movie in their mind.  To envision something means to visualize, to imagine or to create a picture.  Today I want to teach you that readers pay close attention to what the main character does, sees, thinks and says by jotting down information on post-its.

Teaching:  When I read, I always want to be able to have a picture in my mind about what the characters look like.  I find this helps me to understand the story more since I not only know what the character looks like, but I get a better understanding of the character by knowing about what s/he does, sees, thinks and says.  

Watch me as I show you how some of the places I put post-it notes about the things that Peter was doing, seeing, thinking or saying while I was reading Chapter 5, “The Birthday Bash” in Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing to prepare for our class’s read aloud of this book.
The rest of this minilesson and the other three minilessons are available when you purchase this product in its entirety.  

 Rubric
	Character Study: Rubric for Conferences and Turn & Talks


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Explains character traits 
	Student lists all of the character's traits using his/her book and Post-Its methodically. 
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE

	Shares opinions 
	Student articulates his/her opinions about the main character in the book. S/he gives a clear explanation of why these are opinions have been developed. 
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE

	Problems and predicting 
	Student clearly identifies the problem the main character faces in the story. S/he makes a clear prediction about the way the character will deal with the problem. 
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE

	Character change through time 
	Student recalls several details about how the main character changes through the story using his/her book and Post-Its methodically. 
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE

	Retelling 
	Student describes the plot in order using meaningful, accurate details. 
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE
	INCLUDED IN THE PRODUCT FOR PURCHASE


Culminating Activity/Project
Included when you purchase this product.
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