Minilesson Teaching Point:  Poets create meaning in their poems by painting images with words.


Materials:
Transparancies and photocopies of touchstone texts (“Millions of Strawberries” by Genevieve Taggard and “Skating in the Wind” by Kristine O’Connell George), strategy charts, binder of mentor poems, overhead markers, clipboards 
Connection:  Writers, last week you were working on using the works of mentor poets to inspire your own poetry.  I truly enjoyed reading the small poems that you wrote based off of Valerie Worth’s small poems that we read together.  I could tell you really thought about the objects you wrote about because your small poems made me feel as though I could make a picture in my mind about the item you described (in your small poem).  Today, we’re going to build off of the work we did with Valerie Worth’s small poems.  Therefore, today I want to teach you that poets create meaning in their poems by painting images with their words.  Poets do this since it helps their readers to picture exactly what they’re reading about when they read their poem.
Teaching:  When I read “Millions of Strawberries” by Genevieve Taggard I noticed that the poet created such vivid images.  In fact, Taggard painted such a vivid picture of these red strawberries that I could almost taste them in my mouth!  I’m going to read “Millions of Strawberries” twice.  First, I’m going to read it without stopping.  Then I’ll read it again and I want you to watch me as I show you how I notice what she did to make this poem come alive by creating vivid images with her words. 

The demonstration, active involvement, link, mid-workshop interruption and strategy lesson ideas are available when you purchase this product.
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