Nightjohn

By Gary Paulsen


Nightjohn is an excellent novella depicting slavery.  It is also a wonderful little book for literary analysis.  From its cover, it appears to be a children’s book, and is indeed at a reading level appropriate for younger children.  However, its themes are not childish at all, though the main character, Sarny, like many real children, has to experience them.  Secondary students of all ability levels are riveted by this book, but it is especially appropriate for students with special needs.  There are few books written on a simpler reading level but with topics of high interest to them.  This is also a book that is effective if yours is the only copy and you read it aloud expressively. 

I read this book aloud to my 11th grade Inclusion students (both general and special education) while they read along silently.  

What follows are comments and analyses for the book that are instructive and effective, yet unavailable elsewhere on the Internet.  

