Nevada School Law study guide

Chapter 1

(  The US Constitution DOES NOT specifically address education

(  10th amendment- power to the states

(  All state constitutions provide for the establishment of public schools

(  14th amendment- life, liberty and property- guarantees due process of law

(  14th amendment also provides federal legal review of school district practices and policies through protections guaranteed by the amendment

(  Article 11 of the Nevada Constitution deals with education and contains the following sections:

( Sec. 1- Legislature encourages education: appointment, term and duties of superintendent of public instruction

(  Sec 2- Uniform system of common schools (public schools)

(  Sec 4- Establishment of state university; control by board of regents

(  Sec 5-  Establishment of normal schools (normal school is a teacher training school), grade schools; oath of teachers, professors

(  Sec 6-  Support of university, common schools by direct legislative appropriation

(  Sec 6-  In addition to other means provided for the support and maintenance of said university and common schools, the legislature shall provide for their support and maintenance by direct legislative appropriation from the general fund, upon the presentation of budgets in the manner required by law.

(  Sec 9- Sectarian instruction prohibited in common schools, university (hint: don’t confuse the words sectarian and secular!!)

(  Sec 10-  No public funds to be used for sectarian purposes

(  School districts and school boards are Nevada education statutes

(  Statutes are enactments of the legislative branch of government

( Nevada’s statues are published as the Nevada Revised Statues or “NRS”

(  The NRS is the compilation of all laws

( Nevada laws regarding education are published biennially under the authority of the state superintendent of public instruction entitled Nevada Laws on Education

(  Statutory Educational Governance:  State Board of Education, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Commission on Professional Standards in Education, School Districts and School Boards, Public Meetings and the Open Meeting Law and Charter Schools

State Board of Education:

(  The state board of education is comprised of 10 members and a non-voting student representative.  7 of the 10 members are elected from Clark, Lincoln and Nye Counties (District 1- 7); 1 member is elected from Washoe County (District 8); and 2 members are elected from the remaining 13 counties of the State (Districts 9 and 10).

( Members on the state board of education are elected on a non-partisan (no political party) ballot for 4 year terms and are limited to 3 consecutive terms.

Superintendent of Public Instruction:

(  The superintendent is appointed by the state board of education for a term of 3 years

(  issues teacher licenses

(  common powers (as listed in NRS Chapter 385):

1. Execute, direct or supervise all administrative, technical and procedural activities of the department in accordance with policies prescribed by the state board

2. Employ personnel for the positions approved by the state board and necessary for the efficient operation of the department

3. Organize the department in a manner which will assure efficient operation and service

