Session #1


Minilesson Teaching Point:  Writers pay attention to what goes on in the world around them and recognize the world is a place full of ideas for writing that can be recorded on-the-go.
Materials:  Nothing Ever Happens on 90th Street (read earlier in the day before WW); Chart with places you can write in your Idea Notebook, which include *lineup *on the way to assemblies  *after completing the Problem of the Day  *Recess during bad weather  *Waiting for after school to begin  *Subway  *Bus  *On a bench  *At home in the evenings or on the weekends  

Connection:  Yesterday we were thinking about how we were going to use our Idea Notebooks.  Most of you were deciding what you were going to write about in them and many of you wrote multiple entries in your Idea Notebook.  I’m so proud of all of you for taking the first step and getting your thoughts down on paper.  


This morning, I saw a few people at lineup writing in their Idea Notebooks as they were waiting for the Pledge of Allegiance to be recited.  What a great time to be writing!  Therefore, I started thinking about other times you might want to pick up your Idea Notebook and write.  I came up with a few more ideas, which I’ve listed on the chart behind me.  

I hope that you will find a few of these places that work for you.  Ever good writer has about three places where s/he can write.  Jacqueline Woodson, who is one of my favorite picture book authors, has a few places where she writes.  The first one is in her Writer’s Room, which is in her home in Brooklyn.  The second place she goes to write is on the stoop of her building.  The third place she goes is Prospect Park.  

However, Ms. Woodson makes it clear that she writes wherever she is if she has an idea worth recording.  I guess that’s because Ms. Woodson gets ideas for her books by paying careful attention to everything that happens around her.  Therefore, today I want to teach you that writers pay attention to what goes on in the world around them so as to recognize that the world is a place full of ideas (for writing) that can be recorded on the go.

