      Mexico’s Day of the Dead provides a blend of serious and seemingly irreverent traditions for celebrating death.  This is a good example of cultural differences and how students need to be more aware of others’ religious beliefs and practices.  The combination of Aztec and Christian, which has become so much a part of Mexican society, will enable students to discuss and compare them with American Indian and Christian customs. It also mentions how religions try to instill fear into the faithful in order to keep them in line.  (Look at the picture of Mictlantecuhtli, lord of the Underworld.)  Both the Egyptians and the Aztecs made their gods look so fearful in order to keep the people in line, to do what the religion and government demanded of them.
Finally, this exercise shows similarities between American Halloween practices of dressing up as skeletons and the way Mexicans wear skeleton costumes on their special day.  All of these activities allow for a great deal of discussion on how Mexican customs are similar yet so different from ours.


Activities include the following:
· reading with questions and answers

· two word games

· vocabulary list

· list of Youtube videos for better understanding

· suggested activities

· answer keys

· recipes

· discussion questions

· drawings

· critical thinking

There is also a version in Spanish, El Día de los Muertos.
Here are some sample exercises:

WORD SCRAMBLE

Unscramble the following words

1. S E L D N A C

_______________________________

2. E R E T C Y E M
_______________________________

3. A X A O C A

_______________________________

4. M I N C A L T

_______________________________

5. O F G N F I R E S
_______________________________

	RECIPES

Create some of the following dishes for an authentic celebration of Mexico’s Day of the Dead.  Go to the following websites to find the recipes for each food mentioned.  These are all in English and use American measurements.  ¡Buen provecho!  (Bon appétit!) 
Mole

      http://www.davidlebovitz.com/archives/20...  


	


PAST AND PRESENT TRADITIONS

Be a super scholar and find all 20 words in this grid.  They may be written forward, backwards, top to bottom, or bottom to top.

alfeñique

altars

caricatures

Celts

cemetery

marigolds

marzipan
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