

	Craft Move
	Page Number(s)
	Overarching Idea
	Why the Author Might Be Doing This…

	Capitalized Words After Ellipses
	Pgs. 12, 22, 40, and 43
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	Writers often capitalize words to call attention to make a word stand apart from the rest of the text.  Ahlberg does this in several places in his writing, but he frequently capitalizes words after he uses points of ellipses, which are three dots that look like three periods in a row.  I think he uses these points of ellipses when he wants his reader to think about what happens next.  But then, after he gets the reader to think, he uses big, bold, capital letters to really emphasize the word(s) that follow.  Let’s take a look at the way Ahlberg uses ellipses on page 11.  I think he was trying to create some suspense when he wrote, ‘The pencil hesitated, frowned, looked thoughtful for a while, and drew…’ Before he wrote ‘A PAINTBRUSH’ on page 12 in large, capital letters.  This emphasized the word paintbrush, which you may or may not have realized would be what was coming next.  In fact, the same thing happened with Ahlberg’s use of capital letters after points of ellipses on pages 22, 40, and 43 of this book.  Did you notice that?  (Examine those places alongside the student.)  Using capital letters after you create some suspense for your writer is a great way to emphasize your point.  This is certainly something you can try in your writing, just like Ahlberg did in The Pencil, today and any day you’re trying to make a point after you made your reader ponder for a bit.

	IN FULL DOCUMENT:

Capitalized Words Within Prose 
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	Emphasis on emotions or amounts (could be divided into two sections)
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT

	BONUS IN THE FULL DOCUMENT:  Conclusion
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT 
	Satisfying Conclusion
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT  

	Em Dashes
	Pgs. 16, 20, 24, 26, 28, 30, 38, 44, 45, and 47


	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	Throughout the story Ahlberg uses something called em dashes when he wants to emphasize words or shift gears by changing a thought.  An em dash is the width of the letter m (it’s like a longer version of a hyphen) and is used in informal writing. Let’s look at a few places in The Pencil where Ahlberg uses em dashes. 
· On page 16, Ahlberg inserts information in-between the em dashes.  In this case, he provides more information about the type of friend Bruce by including that information within those em dashes.  In fact, on page 20, Ahlberg used em dashes several times on the page.  However, towards the end of the page, we learn that Mildred asked for the kittens within those em dashes.  In both of these cases, em dashes were used instead of commas or parentheses.  (If the student requires an additional example, see pg. 30, 45, or 47.)
· Em dashes can also be used instead of colons.  For instance, that’s exactly what you will notice about the way Ahlberg used em dashes on page 24; he used em dashes instead of colon before the words “hats and ears and such.”

· Advanced Option: IN FULL DOCUMENT

	Ellipses in Dialogue
	Pgs. 2, 4, 10, 11, 13, and 19
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	When you want to show a character’s voice trailing off or want to show a character pondering something deeply, you can use these dots in your writing just like Ahlberg does throughout the text.  As you can see he used points of ellipses to show a pause in a character’s thinking while they were talking.  This reminds me of how we talk as real live people.  We don’t always have all of the answers, do we?  I know I don’t always know what to say and therefore my voice often trails off until I think about what I’m going to say.  Therefore, just like Ahlberg did with his characters, you can inject points of ellipses into your characters’ speech patterns to make them come more alive and make them seem more like a real person since we want our characters to jump off the page and be three-dimensional to people when they read our writing.

	IN FULL DOCUMENT:

Ellipses in Prose
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	Gets the reader to think about what will happen next.
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT 

	Parentheses
	Pgs. 7, 26, and 28
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	Writers often want to provide their reader with as much information as possible.  However, sometimes some things are better left said under a character’s breath or as an after-thought.  Therefore, I want to show you how you can add a little bit more information or thinking to your story by using parenthesis to include just a little bit extra for your reader.  While there are quite a few places that Ahlberg uses parenthesis to give us just a little more information throughout the book, he uses them in a consistent way on pages 7, 26, and 28, where he gives us a bit more info to help us comprehend the story.  Since we all want our readers to understand our stories as we’re reading them, it might be helpful for you to try adding some additional blips of information, just like Ahlberg did on the pages of the text I showed you, to help your reader get a better picture of what’s happening in his or her mind.  

	BONUS IN THE FULL DOCUMENT:  Repetition of Conversation Styles
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT
	Predictable Patterns
	TK IN FULL DOCUMENT  
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