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Gotta Study 'em All!
n teaching the Middle Ages to middle and high school students, I often try to incorporate some ideas from popular culture which engage the students. One such popular culture device which has allowed me to introduce students to a plethora of medieval historical characters is a project that I call "Medieval People: Gotta Study’em All!" This title of course was derived from the extremely popular "Pokemon" and "Yughio" trading cards which have proliferated in homes throughout the world over the past decade or more. Even middle schoolers immediately know the source of my takeoff in the project title. I usually get a remark such as: "Hey, what’s Pokemon got to do with the Middle Ages?" Of course, I explain that Pokemon has nothing to do with the Middle Ages but that the idea of creating trading cards was intriguing to me. And, so it was for my students.

