The Brutal and Animalistic Murder of Simon

“He who fights with monsters should be careful lest he thereby become
a monster.” ~Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil

1. Journal Writing/Sharing With #9 Partner

Option 1: PREDICT: WILL THE BOYS REALIZE THE HORROR OF THEIR ACTIONS? WHY OR
WHY NOT?

Option 2: It is clear that the way to heal society of its violence... and lack of love is to replace the
pyramid of domination with the circle of equality and respect. ~Manitonquat

CAN OUR SOCIETY HEAL OF ITS VIOLENCE AND DELUSION? HOW?

Option 3: And so, to the end of history, murder shall breed murder, always in the name of right
and honor and peace, until the gods are tired of blood and create a race that can understand.
~George Bernard Shaw, "Caesar and Cleopatra”

PREDICT: WILL THIS MURDER BREED MORE MURDER? WHY OR WHY NOT?

2. Notes/Discussion on Simon’s Death



The Brutal and Animalistic Murder of Simon

“He who fights with monsters should be careful lest he thereby become
a monster.” ~Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil

e Jack’s Chanting:

e The Allure of Pleasure:

e Simon’s Intentions For Meeting Up With the Boys:

e Meaning of Simon’s Death:

e My Predictions:



« NOTES

e Jack’s Chanting:

"'Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!"" Chapter 9, pg. 138.

e The Allure of Pleasure:

-Ralph and even Piggy now take part as well. They "found themselves eager to take a place in
this demented but partly secure society.

-They were glad to touch the brown backs of the fence that hemmed in the terror [of the
makeshift beast] and made it governable.”" Chapter 9, pg. 138.

-Ralph and Piggy have forgotten the signal fire, the shelters and all of the things to which they
had clung and propelled them on thus far. Like Jack, they begin to forget their civilized roots and
are consumed by this strange new power.

e Simon’s Intentions For Meeting Up With the Boys:

-He sees "the beast"” for what it really is, not a beast at all but simply a pitiful figure, a "poor
broken thing,"

-Simon suddenly appears from the forest and breaks through their circle, trying to warn and
comfort them not to be afraid, that he has seen the beast and it is just a dead rotting body. Only
he seems to remember what matters to them, trying as always to help in the midst of crisis.

e Tragedy Strikes:
-ironically killed by those he wished to save

-Suddenly, the boys see a shadowy figure creep out of the forest—it is Simon. In their wild state,
however, the boys do not recognize him. Shouting that he is the beast, the boys descend upon Simon
and start to tear him apart with their bare hands and teeth. Simon tries desperately to explain what
has happened and to remind them of who he is, but he trips and plunges over the rocks onto the
beach. The boys fall on him violently and kill him.

-His voice is drowned out by their chanting and, knocked to the ground, Simon is stabbed by
their spears, mistaken for the beast

-"There were no words, and no movements but the tearing of teeth and claws.” Chapter 9, pg.
139

e Simon’s Death Exemplifies...
-Simon is killed because of the other boys’ delusions.

-Simon’s death simply intensifies the burden of sin pressing down upon the island.

-Simon’s death exemplifies the power of evil within the human soul.
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"'[We should be] looking like we used to, washed and hair brushed —

after all we aren't savages really.... ”-Ralph

1. Piggy and his logic versus Jack and his savagery

""Which is better--to be a pack of painted Indians like you are, or to be sensible
like Ralph is....Which is better--to have laws and agree, or to hunt and kill?""

Chapter 11

2. The Destruction of the Conch Shell

--"[t]he rock struck Piggy a glancing blow from chin to knee; the conch
exploded into a thousand white fragments and ceased to exist." Chapter 11

3. The Death of Piggy

"Piggy's arms and legs twitched a bit, like a pig's after it has been killed."
Chapter 11
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LECTURE NOTES
-Ralph’s Longing for Home, a Light in the Darkness

"'[We should be] looking like we used to, washed and hair brushed -- after all we aren't savages
really...."" Chapter 11, pg. 155.

-Here he clings again to the old nostalgia of his dreams and his yearning for home and things
civilized.

1. Piggy and his logic versus Jack and his savagery

‘Wit hout Piggy’' s glasses there is no way to start anoth
for Ralph and his few remaining followers.

-Piggy soon shows his rage and contempt for Jack when h
Jack Merridew an’ tell him, I am. "

-Ral ph and the twins decide to follow Piggy' s |l ead and
-Piggy brings the conch, his last semblance of order

-Reminder: "Ralph -- remember what we came for. The fire. My specs." Chapter 11, pg. 161

-the two twins are both taken prisoner by the savages.

- Boys end up fighting- Piggy screams at them in desperation, "Which is better— to have rules and agree,
or to hunt and kill?," the hunters are enraged

-Roger, Jack’s torture specialist, rolls a giant boul de
Piggy’s body is hurled over the | edge, crashing onto a
corpse is washed away with a wave from the ocean

2. The Death of Piggy
-Ralph and Jack fight for a second time.
-Piggy cries out shrilly, struggling to make himself heard over the fighting.

-As Piggy tries to speak, hoping to remind the group of the importance of rules and rescue, Roger
shoves a massive rock down the mountainside.

-Ralph, who hears the rock falling, dives and dodges it. But the boulder strikes Piggy, shatters the
conch shell he is holding, and knocks him off the mountainside to his death on the rocks below.
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of missingsomeone it never met. Humanity's soul is cracking up all over the
place. It fell far intoselfreliance, and it cast itself deep into the ocean, but had
no reel to pull it back in. It rarfiast, but had no one to stop it. It subjected itself
to the bruises that are associated with falling down and never getting back up
again. Some say it has badoo long, thathumanity cannot bear the bruises so it
tried to escape the groanings and bruises. | savoilay; A N8 R a
committedé. Yeah humanity tried to canmit itself to a life in chainsl heard it
from a stranger that it tried to commitsuicide, that it saw no hope. How can
humanity see with eyes burning with the light of the dark? The candle of
humanity has been burning. How much longer will it be urttie candleis blown
out? Now, it burns, weeping itsvax while being consumed with itewn smoke.
Some say it has been too long, that humanity cannot bear its own smoke. It
clouds itself with its own smoke, relying onveeeping wax that accumulates a

puddle that will burn againMay the lightweep upon the darkneswith hoped €

-Ms. @ Reflection






