					Layers of Soil Lesson Preview
Third Grade Earth Science

Materials needed : black construction paper, light brown construction paper,  dark brown construction paper, gray construction paper, chart paper
Suggested books to use during lesson
	Soil  by Sally M. Walker   (ISBN 082255948x) 
	Yuck! Icky, Sticky, Gross Stuff in Your Garden by Pam Rosenburg
	(ISBN 9781592968961)	
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Activities:

1.Use the excerpt from the book Yuck! Icky…. entitled “Don’t Eat The Dirt.”  This passage contains important facts and also generates excitement about the lesson.
2. Show construction paper diagram of the soil layers.  Explain to the students that the goal of the lesson is that they will be able to identify the different layers of soil and the components of each.

3.  After reading the selection, have students call out key words that they heard in the passage.  

4.  If you do not have a copy of Walker’s book, make a list of key words that include but is not limited to :  (full list  given in actual lesson)
Humus
Nutrients
These are some of the  words that can be used to write on the soil diagram to help students retain the word and the layer of soil to which it pertains.  As you can see from the picture, the students wrote the words on the appropriate layers.  This is a great diagram to hang up in the room as a literacy strategy because it is a concrete way for the students to remember the four soil layers and key words that apply to soil.

****This is just a basic preview of the lesson.  The whole lesson plan includes much more!  Thanks for visiting my store!
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