SPELLING RULES
Misspelling long, difficult words is to be expected from junior high students. When a teacher grades a student’s writing, the teacher usually doesn’t reduce the student’s grade if there are a few misspellings of these long and difficult words. However, when students misspell common and simple words, a teacher will reduce the student’s grade because teachers expect you to know how to spell these simple words, since they are used so often. This said, it is important to improve your spelling if you don’t want to receive a reduction in your grade. To help you improve your spelling, let’s review some important spelling rules.

REMEMBER: A prefix is a “word part” that comes before the root word. A suffix is a “word part” that comes after the root word.

· Spelling Rule #1 (SR#1): The i before e rule. 



Write i before e except when it comes after c.

Example -----
I believe that enforcing my classroom rules will allow each student the opportunity to receive a good education.

· Exception to spelling rule #1: You write ei when the sound is not e, especially when the sound is a.

Example -----
I don’t like it when my neighbor bangs on the wall.

· Spelling Rule #2 (SR#2): The silent e.

If a word ends with a silent e, drop the e before adding a suffix that begins with a

vowel (like ing).

Example -----
I was planning on planning on using my backpack to hold my materials. This will stop me from losing my homework.
· Note: You do not drop the e when the suffix begins with a consonant (like ful).

Example -----
My backpack proved to be very useful.

· Spelling Rule #3 (SR#3): Words Ending in y.

With words that end in a y and the second-to-last letter is a consonant, change the y to i before adding any suffix that doesn’t begin with i. If the suffix begins with i (ing), keep the y and simply add the suffix.

Example -----
I wanted a burger and some fries, but I couldn’t order them because I’m trying to lose weight.

· Spelling Rule #4 (SR#4): Consonant Ending

When a word ends in a consonant (bat) and the second-to-last letter is a vowel (bat), double the final consonant before adding a suffix that begins with a vowel (batting).
Example -----
Mr. Winchell is getting pretty weird. Yesterday he asked me to write a summary of what I was planning to do for summer vacation. It’s September!

NAME _______________________________

SPELLING HOMEWORK

Directions: Complete each of the following spelling corrections by doing exactly what the directions tell you to do.  Use the spelling rule listed before each to help you make the corrections.  You will need your Spelling Rules information page to review the spelling rules.

1. SR#1 -- If the following word is misspelled, use the spelling rule to make the correction on the line provided.  If it is spelled correctly, simply write correct on the line provided.



word: releive


_________________________

2. SR#2 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: give
suffix: ing
_________________________

3. SR#3 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: carry
suffix: es
_________________________

4. SR#4 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: run
suffix: ing
_________________________

5. SR#1 -- If the following word is misspelled, use the spelling rule to make the correction on the line provided.  If it is spelled correctly, simply write correct on the line provided.



word: decieve


_________________________

6. SR#2 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: love
suffix: ing
__________________________

7. SR#3 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: spy
suffix: ed
__________________________

8. SR#4 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: rip
suffix: ed
__________________________

9. SR#2 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: care
suffix: ful
___________________________

10. SR#3 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: worry
suffix: ed
___________________________
 NAME _______ KEY ___________
SPELLING HOMEWORK

Directions: Complete each of the following spelling corrections by doing exactly what the directions tell you to do.  Use the spelling rule listed before each to help you make the corrections.  You will need your Spelling Rules information page to review the spelling rules.

1. SR#1 -- If the following word is misspelled, use the spelling rule to make the correction on the line provided.  If it is spelled correctly, simply write correct on the line provided.



word: releive


_______ relieve ___________
2. SR#2 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: give
suffix: ing
_______ giving ___________
3. SR#3 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: carry
suffix: es
_______ carries ___________
4. SR#4 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: run
suffix: ing
_______ running___________
5. SR#1 -- If the following word is misspelled, use the spelling rule to make the correction on the line provided.  If it is spelled correctly, simply write correct on the line provided.



word: decieve


_______ deceive ___________
6. SR#2 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: love
suffix: ing
_______ loving___________
7. SR#3 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: spy
suffix: ed
_______ spied ___________
8. SR#4 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: rip
suffix: ed
_______ ripped ___________
9. SR#2 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.



word: care
suffix: ful
_______ careful ___________
10. SR#3 -- Combine the following word with the suffix.  Use the spelling rule to combine the two.

word: worry
suffix: ed
_______ worried ___________
Run-on Information Sheet
One common problem for junior high students is sentence structure. What you must remember is the fact that a sentence consists of a subject (the part of the sentence you are talking about) and a predicate (what is said about the subject). If a sentence contains multiple subjects and predicates, it is a run-on. Here is some information about run-ons, and how to rid your writing of them.

Run-on (definition): Two or more sentences written as one.

Example: You can walk to school you can drive to school.

To correct a run-on, you can use one of the following strategies:

RO#1 - Simply divide the run-on into two or more separate sentences.

Run-on: You can walk to school you can drive to school.

Correction: You can walk to school. You can drive to school.
RO#2 - Insert a conjunction between the two sentences.

A conjunction is a word that connects words, phrases, or clauses.  The primary conjunction used to combine two sentences is and.  Other conjunctions that can connect two sentences are but, or, nor, for, so, and yet.  You must use a comma to combine two sentences (before the conjunctions), unless the sentences are very short.  A good rule of thumb is to use a comma before but, for, so, and yet on most occasions. Usually, and and or don’t require a comma (unless the two sentences are very long). Many writers use a comma before these conjunctions only when necessary to keep the meaning clear (see the example below that uses for to connect two sentences).  You can also use the word because to combine two sentences, but make sure you DO NOT use a comma before the word because.

Run-on:
I love to go fishing I love to go hunting. 

Correction using and: I love to go fishing and I love to go hunting.

Run-on:
You can walk to school you can drive to school.

Correction using or: You can walk to school or you can drive to school.

Run-on:
Jim and Tom are cool they can be mean to people they don’t like. 

Correction using but: Jim and Tom are cool, but they can be mean to people they don’t like.

Run-on:
It is going to take me hours to do my homework I’ll find a way to do it. 

Correction using yet: It is going to take me hours to do my homework, yet I’ll find a way to do it.

Run-on:
We didn’t know if we should stay the weather forecast called for a storm. 

Correction using for: We didn’t know if we should stay, for the weather forecast called for a storm.

Run-on:
I need to bring a jacket it could get cold tonight. 

Correction using because: I need to bring a jacket because it could get cold tonight.
RO#3 - Insert a semicolon (;) between the two sentences.

A semicolon may be used to combine two sentences. However, a semicolon should be used when the two sentences are related. Make sure you skip a space after the semicolon and don’t capitalize the first letter of the second sentence (unless it is a proper noun/pronoun). 

Run-on:
You must be careful on the roads it can get very slippery.

Correction: You must be very careful on the roads; it can get very slippery.

* Comma Splicing is trying to use a comma to combine sentences.  You CAN’T do this (it’s a run-on)!  A comma can only be used to combine sentences if you use a conjunction with it. 
