Ms. Gionti
Journalism

The Question & Fact Assignment

As the semester progresses and we dabble in many different forms of journalistic writing, how will you decide what is interesting for a story? One problem I often encounter is, “What should I write about?” In order to make you an observant reporter, you will start observing the world around you with a more critical eye. A basic way to get you thinking about your world is to play the Who/What/How/Why Game.

THE ASSIGNMENT:

You will use the little notebook you were given for this assignment. Carry it around with you always. Keep this as your log and write down questions and observations you have about your world. The answers or reasons are not yet important. It is asking and noting that counts. It gets you thinking.

Try and question and observe as much as possible. Your goal is to have 100 story ideas at the end of five weeks, and 20 will be collected each week. Each idea/question is worth one point. Ask interesting questions, make interesting observations! These questions will be checked every Thursday. Make your observations original and your own. [*As you question and watch, consider how you might research the topic; this may end up becoming your award-winning story.]

SAMPLE QUESTIONS:

· How did the security guard get enough money for a Mercedes? 

· Why was the 10 minute bathroom rule created?
· Why is there only Snapple sold in the cafeteria?
· Who is checking to determine if store owners are selling cigarettes to teens?

· What do most people think about divorce?

· How did the 85% rule come to be? Is it legal?

· How many students work?

SAMPLE FACTS OBSERVED:

· Everyone in my classes is talking about …..
· I counted 5 extremely underweight girls in the hall this morning.

· There was a huge argument at lunch about ….

· ____ gets an unlimited amount of money and ____ has to work.

· I saw 3 guys cheating on an exam.

