Connection, Motivation and Learning Activities

I have a clear plastic jar labeled “Jar-o-Fun”.  Twice a week a student selects from one of the 5 minute activities.  It is a great way to connect and activate brains.

	Chicken Dance


	Limbo Time

Do multiples of a number as they go under (2’s, 3’s, 4’s…)
	Mony Mony 

“Hey, hey what I wanna learn what’s up.”

	Fact or Fib

Everyone writes down one true statement and then one lie.  We then try to figure out who it is and which statement is the lie.


	Blue Danube Play song and have students dance around with a paper plate in each hand.  
	Write “Before you give somebody a piece of your mind, make sure you can get by with what you have left.”-Anonymous

* Discuss and rewrite this quote in your own words

	Take a card out write

· 1 thing you have in common with most of your classmates.

· 1 thing you have in common with some of your classmates.

· Something that you think no one else in the room has in common with you.
	Pick an affirmation and make up a chant or poster in a group of 2 or 3.

· “Don’t quit-never give up.”

· “The best students in the world pass through this door.”

· “I know I can”

· “Try?  Try not. There is only do o do not.” Yoda
	Pick an affirmation and make up a chant or poster in a group of 2 or 3.

· “All of us will succeed.”

· “Together we will do it.”

· “Learning is essential and fun.”

· “Each of us is unique and important.”

	Pick which one is the most true for you and why.

· “I think, therefore I am”

· “Be the best you can be.”

· “Practice makes permanent.”

· “Expect to succeed”
	Chain Link

Cut 5, 4 cm strips of paper.  On each strip write something that you are an expert in or is one of your talents.  Then link your strips to all those of students in the class.
	Give each student an index card and have him or her write five adjectives that best describes him or her.  Deal cards back out and have students determine a match.

	Draw a “T” chart.  Label the left side, “What a student needs” and the right side “What a student wants”


	Develop a hat or t-shirt logo or saying that could motivate students.  
	Ball Toss

When you catch it you have to recall something that you have learned this year.

	Have students answer and share their answers to the following open ended questions:

· What I did best so far today was…

· I was excited to learn that…

· The reson I’m learning this is…

· What I liked best about what I learned was.
	Have students answer and share their answers to the following open ended questions:

· A question that I have always had is..

· My thinking has changed from…to…

· If people knew what we know now 500 years ago what would be different.
	Have students answer and share their answers to the following open ended questions:

· If I had this day to do over again I would…

· The best thing about my work is…

· It is hard for me to learn…because…
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