Inkheart
By Cornelia Funke

Genre:  fantasy

Level:  lexile 780, Guided Reading level R, Grade Equivalent 4.9, grades 4 - 7

Themes: books are powerful, good conquers evil, withholding the truth never helps, fear makes you weak

Background: ALA Notable Book, Publishers Weekly Best Children’s Book, The novel revolves around books.  Meggie loves to read, & her dad restores old books.  When dad reads out loud, some things can pop into our world & some pop out of it.  Meggie learns why her dad doesn’t read to her anymore & why her mother disappeared nine years earlier.

Challenging Text Features:  534 pages 59 chapters.  Each chapter starts with an excerpt from another book.  There are lots of description, action, metaphorical language, & many references to books throughout story.  The chapters focus shifts from one character’s predicament to another, & are written in third person.  A few of the characters have two names (Mo/Silvertongue, Mortola/Magpie, Resa/Teresa) but isn’t confusing.   

Materials:  Story Map, vocabulary strategies list, question type list, connection type list, copies of THINKNOTEs for students to use as bookmarks & to write down ideas while reading,  prediction chart, map of Italy

FIRST MEETING
Pass out copies of the novel.  Have students make predictions about the story based on the covers.  Record these for future reference & analysis.

Give the students some background information about the author, Cornelia Funke.  She is a German author who started her career as a board game designer & illustrator of children’s books.  She did her own illustrations for Inkheart & The Thief Lord.  Her novel Dragon Rider was the inspiration for the novel Eragon, which was written by an American author.  Cornelia Funke has written over 40 books: picture books, novels, and series books.  There is a sequel to Inkheart called Inkspell.  

Have students turn to page 8 & read the plaque, “Some books should be tasted, some devoured, but only a few should be chewed & digested thoroughly”.   What does this mean?  

Explain that each chapter begins with an excerpt from another book & gives a glimpse of what is in the chapter.  Have students read some of these from the first 10 chapters & discuss what they portend.  

