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Hope Was Here

A novel by Joan Bauer

*Novel study by Carrie Morton
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Hope Was Here

Chapter 1-2

1. Brainstorm the major events from chapters 1 and 2.

2. Find a simile on page 2.

3. Why are they leaving?

4. How can “Hope Was Here” have 2 different meanings?

5. Where are they headed?  Why?

6. What does it mean to have a “constant” in your life?

7. What kinds of constants do you have in your life?

8. What kinds of “constants” does Hope have in her life?

9. What name was originally given to “Hope”?

10. Why does Addie think a name effects what you think of that person.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

11. Why does Hope keep scrapbooks?

12. Find an example of alliteration on page 11.

13. What are some ways that Hope became friends with others in new places?

14. What is the name of the restaurant?  Why is it named this?

15. Make predictions about what will happen.

Hope Was Here

Chapters 3-4

1. Why doesn’t Hope want to vote for Eli?

2. How could a seasoning be subtle?

3. How can height be an advantage when arguing with someone?  Does this work for Hope?  Why not?

4. Why is it important that Addie always keeps her promises?

5. What does G.T. tell Carl?

6. “To adapt is to overcome.”  In your experience is this true?  Explain.

7. Who is Millstone?

8. What are some reasons G.T. gives for running for mayor?

9. Find a simile on page 35.

Hope Was Here

Chapters 5-6

1. Why were so many people interested in eating at G. T.’s on Memorial Day?

2. “Even why you’re not in school, life is a test.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  

3. What are Hope’s strategies when she is waiting on customers?

4. What does “in the weeds mean”?

5. Who is Cecelia Culpepper?

6. What do Brenda and Hope have in common?

7. What is the ballot for?

8. What are the three rules that a waitress must follow?

9. What is the well a symbol for?

10. What is the petition for?

11. Who can sign?  Is this fair?  Why or why not?

12. What kind of person is G.T.?

13. What does Hope say is the problem with progress?  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

14. What is an omen?  What omen do they see?

15. What do bullies want?  What did Father ask during yesterday’s homily?

16. Would you make a good Quaker?  Explain.

Hope Was Here

Chapters 7-8

1. What is the symbol for starting over?

2. What happens when hope was boxing?What does Hope say almost made her put the boxing gloves back on?

3. What are “The Dads”?  Why does Hope do this?

4. What are some synonyms for Hope?

5. What kind of “sitter” are you?

6. What is a “spin doctor”?  

7. According to Sid, what could demonize Millstone?  What does this mean?

8. “He’s all rattled-bullies usually are when you confront them.”  Who is this passage about?  Do you think it’s true?  Why or why not?

9. Why would adults hate it when you shrug?

10. Write the example of personification on page 70.

11. Why did G.T. plant the trees?  How is this like what Hope has written?

12. Why does Hope have to wait on the Elks by herself?

Hope Was Here 
Chapter 9-10
1.  What’s wrong with the names?  What does the Election Board Administration think caused this?

2.  What does Hope make it her life goal to do?  Why?

3.  What is “the power of light”?

4.  “When hope gets released in a place, all kinds of things are possible.” (p. 84)  Provide 2 explanations for this statement.  Use this idea to predict how this story will end.

5.  What does Cecelia Culpepper ask the mayor?  What’s his response?

6.  Write an outline for what Sid Vole suggests of G.T.’s speeches.

7.  Why wouldn’t G.T. believe in writing speeches.

8.  What is G.T.’s new campaign slogan?  Why is it perfect?

9.  What is Harrison’s poem about?

10.  Why does Hope think she’s a “zebra without stripes.”

11.  Describe Jillian.

12.  How is Hope’s name being misused?

13.  What does she design?

14.  What’s Hope’s Mom’s #1 Rule of Waitress Survival?

Hope Was Here

Chapters 11-12

1.  What did G.T.’s campaign do with the teens?

2.  Why does Addie say customers come back to a restaurant?

3.  Why does Hope include a definition of batten and hatch?

4.  How might the mustard seed be a symbol?

5.  What is the problem with Braverman’s articles?

6.  Why does Hope point out what the description means in Brooklyn?  What do you think Hope thinks of Lewis?

7.  What did the pretty woman find in her salad?

8.  Why wouldn’t the couple sign the statement?

9. Why doesn’t G.T. want to see the list?

10.  What is ironic according to G.T. about leaders.

11.  What does G.T. think can become of our disappointments?  Think of a time when this is true.  How could this be true for Hope?

Hope Was Here

Chapter 13-14

1.  What happened to Braverman?

2.  What is the “power of light”?  Where did we see this before?

3.  What favor does Braverman ask of Hope?

4.  What was found out about the mouse?

5.  How is a porcupine used as a symbol for Braverman?

6.  What truth does Hope reveal to G.T.?

7.  Describe the painting Hope and G.T. discuss.  Describe a time when you’ve been the sailor.  Are you a good sailor?
8.  Brainstorm a list of Hope’s unsolved mysteries.

9.  How might voting expand someone’s world?

10.  What is a TOS?

11.  What are some signs that Anastasia is loved?

12.  What thought keeps entering Hope’s head?

13.  What does Addie tell Hope?

14.  Why would Hope prefer her dad, whom she’s never met to visit vs. her mom?  Should she be happy?

15.  Is Hope average?  Why does Adam call her this?

Hope Was Here

Chapters 15-16

1.  Describe Hope’s mom.

2. Why does Hope have to remind herself that “the well is dry”?

3. Who is Deena?  

4. Why do you think Hope calls her mom by her first name?

5. How does the nose give Hope power?  Why does this happen?

6. How is there “glory in being a clown”?  Why do children want it?

7. Why wouldn’t Addie believe that Deena looked up to her?

8. What waitressing tips does Hope’s mom give to her?

9. What do you think of Hope’s mom?  Why does Hope keep a “Best of Mom” book?

10. Why is waitressing good for Hope?

11. Why are Addie and G.T. made for each other according to Flo?

12. What does Hope think of the situation?  Why?

13. Use the thesaurus to find synonyms for fine.  Which fits best in Addie’s situation according to Hope?  Why?

14. Which word fits best in Braverman’s situation?  Why?

15. Why does Hope put the nose back on?

Hope Was Here

Chapters 17-18

1. Why doesn’t Hope want to go back to school?

2. When he goes into remission, what does G.T. do?

3. Who are the Carbingers?  Why are they important?

4. According to Hope, what is the problem with fantasy?

5. Why does hope flutter into the room when she is making the pelican talk?

6. What stuns Hope and Braverman on the radio?

7. Why is the lie winning?

8. What are the results of the election?

9. What does Mr. Sage show his students?  Why?

10. What does Hope find out about the election?

11. “You don’t understand the power you have until you use it”.  Explain this quote.  In what ways is it true?

12. What does Millstone finally do?

Hope Was Here

Chapters 19-21

1. What does G.T. ask of Hope?

2. How does Hope react?

3. What is grafting?  Why does G.T. do it?  Write the metaphor using the tree.

4. What is the lesson of the Welcome Stairways?

5. What “little surprise” have you had today.  List one good thing that has happened to you.

6. Describe a father.

7. What do you think it takes to be a leader?  Use examples from the book to support your answer.

8. How did Millstone get the job of mayor?  What qualities listed above do you think Millstone has?

9. Why is the letter to Gleason Beal so important?

10. What hatches does Hope think should be battened down on page 181?  Why does the author use this cliché again?

11. Why is Hope the perfect daughter for G.T.?  How was she prepared for him?

12. “Hope Was Here”.  How is this final signature different?

13. What is comfort food?  What is your comfort food?

14. Explain how G.T. fits into the final paragraph.

Vocabulary Activities, Assignments and Quizzes

As I taught a novel, the students were given a list of Vocabulary/spelling words for the week.  I used the following schedule to help students learn the words for the week:

Monday: Read through the list of words and discuss 1-2 common phonemes in the list.  I would assign an activity using the words due on Wednesday.  I usually gave students 5 minutes to get started on the activities.

Tuesday: Go over the matching orally in class. (No grade was taken)

Wednesday: Activity using the words due.  The activity assigned was designed to be interactive so that on Wednesday we would take 7-10 minutes to try and solve another person’s activity.  Here is a list of activities:
1.  Crossword Puzzle

2. Fill-in-the-blank sentences

3. “Pictionary”

4. Synonyms/Antonyms

5. Three clues

Thursday: Spelling Pretest-Students would write the missed word 5 times. (Again, no grade taken)

Friday: Test-Students would spell the word in the blank and use the number to match it to the definition below.  For extra credit I would ask students the part of speech for a particular word or what a phoneme means/does to a word.  Each blank was worth ½ a point, so each test had about 15 points.
“Hope” List 1
cinnamon

reverence

diagnosed

sophomore

solemnly

survival

adaptability

lactose 

sophistication

bovine

permanence

assertiveness

proprietor

dilapidated

animation

Match the definition to the word above.

1. Cow

2. Loss of naturalness

3. Act of identifying a disease

4. Spice made from bark of a laurel tree

5. Liveliness of speech or gestures or other manner

6. Something intended to last

7. Fallen to ruin due to neglect

8. Seriously

9. Ability to change easily

10. A feeling of deep respect

11. Continuance of life

12. Person who owns something

13. Student in the second year of high school (a 10th grader) 

14. Acting confident

15.   Sugar found in milk

Name__________________________________  Date___________

“Hope” List #1
1.  ___________________________     9.___________________________

2.  ___________________________     10.  _________________________

3.  ___________________________     11.  _________________________

4.  ___________________________     12.  _________________________

5.  ___________________________     13.  _________________________

6.  ___________________________     14.  _________________________

7.  ___________________________     15.  _________________________

8.  ___________________________
  

Match the definition to the word above.

_____Continuance of life

_____Person who owns something

_____Student in the second year of high school (a 10th grader) 

_____Acting confident

_____Sugar found in milk

_____Ability to change easily

_____A feeling of deep respect

_____Cow

_____Loss of naturalness

_____Act of identifying a disease

_____Spice made from bark of a laurel tree

_____Liveliness of speech or gestures or other manner

_____Something intended to last

_____Fallen to ruin due to neglect

_____Seriously

“Hope” List 2
_____  responsibility

_____  expect

_____  nourishing

_____  galley

_____  adapt

_____  elevate

_____  chemotherapy

_____  interrupted

_____  parade

_____  amateur

_____  mediocre

_____  kindred

_____  gazebo

_____  simile

_____  metaphor

_____  alliteration

Match the definition to the words above.

1. Repeating the beginning sound of the word

2. The state of being trusted with something or someone

3. Comparison of two different things using the words “Like” or “As”

4. To lift

5. To look forward

6. Similar nature or character

7. The use of chemicals to treat a disease

8. Comparison of two different things using the word “Is”

9. Freestanding roof structure with openings on the sides

10. To march in celebration

11. The kitchen

12. To cause someone to stop speaking by speaking

13. To promote the growth

14. Of moderate quality

15. A person lacking experience

16. Able to change

You will be responsible for a vocabulary presentation that explains your word.  You must

1. Grab your audience’s attention.

2. Create a sentence using the word.

3. Give the part of speech.

4. Have a NEAT visual aid.

5. Speak in a captivating tone that grabs your audience.

6. Answer any questions your audience may have.

Name__________________________________  Date___________

“Hope” List #2  
1.  ___________________________     9.___________________________

2.  ___________________________     10.  _________________________

3.  ___________________________     11.  _________________________

4.  ___________________________     12.  _________________________

5.  ___________________________     13.  _________________________

6.  ___________________________     14.  _________________________

7.  ___________________________     15.  _________________________

8.  ___________________________
  

Match the words to the definition below.

_____  Not able to tell the difference between two things

_____  Grind into powder or dust

_____  Overcome completely; Crush

_____  Usually a piece of pie, cake, or fruit served at the end of a meal

_____  Comparison of two different things using “is”

_____  Stir the feelings of 

_____  Skillfully moving

_____  The same beginning sound 

_____  Unfolded omelet containing vegetables or meat

_____  Causing great changes

_____  Comparison of two different things using “Like” or “As”

_____  Having to do with life

_____  Study of truth

_____  Able to be seen

_____  Delicate, thin; Barely noticed

“Hope Was Here” Spelling List 3
_____  antennae

_____ exploratory

_____  committees

______  opposes

______  faction

______  renovate

______  bogus

_____  complicated

_____  irritation

_____  acknowledge

_____  horde

_____  guacamole

_____  effervescent

_____  campaigning

_____  ballot

_____  deprive

Match the definitions to the word above.

1. To take away by force

2. Not genuine

3. An annoyance

4. Two segmented feelers on the head of insects

5. Piece of paper used in voting

6. Groups of persons appointed to do something

7. Having to do with looking closely.

8. To take part in an action for a specific purpose

9. Group of persons acting together or having a common purpose

10. Admit to be true

11. Make new again

12. Be against

13. A great number; Swarm

14. Looking excited, lively

15. Spread or dip made of avocado

“Hope” Spelling List 4
_____dysfunction

_____legible

_____desperately

_____desert

_____boisterous

_____opponent

_____steadfastness

_____significant

_____emoting

_____synonym

_____analogy

_____fluorescent

_____aisle

_____vindication

_____synergy

Match the definition to the word above.

1.  Dry, barren region

2. Not working normally

3. Loyal and unwavering

4. Justification

5. Full of meaning; Important

6. Able to be read

7. Similarity between 2 things

8. Passageway between seats

9. Act; Showing a feeling

10. Noisily cheerful

11. The act of working together for a greater effect than one person could give

12. Word having the same meaning

13. Running any risk

14. Person on the other side

15. Gives off light due to an orange-red substance

Name__________________________________  Date___________

“Hope” List #4
1.  ___________________________     9.___________________________

2.  ___________________________     10.  _________________________

3.  ___________________________     11.  _________________________

4.  ___________________________     12.  _________________________

5.  ___________________________     13.  _________________________

6.  ___________________________     14.  _________________________

7.  ___________________________     15.  _________________________

8.  ___________________________
  

Match the definition to the word above.

_____Dry, barren region

_____Not working normally

_____Loyal and unwavering

_____Justification

_____Full of meaning; Important

_____Able to be read

_____Similarity between 2 things

_____Passageway between seats

_____Act; Showing a feeling

_____Noisily cheerful

_____The act of working together for a greater effect than one person could give

_____Word having the same meaning

_____Running any risk

_____Person on the other side

_____Gives off light due to an orange-red substance

“Hope” Vocab List 5
_____representative

_____mandate

_____zucchini

_____boundary

_____apex

_____unraveling

_____financially

_____sympathetic

_____dispassionate

_____travesty

_____deluded

_____bosh

_____kindergarten

_____companion

_____corruption

Match the definition to the word above.

1. Class for children ages 4 to 6

2. The highest point

3. To command or order

4. Person elected to speak for others

5. Dishonesty

6. Nonsense

7. Come apart

8. Limiting line or thing

9. An imitation 

10. A friend

11. Dark green summer squash

12. Showing kind feelings towards others

13. Free from emotion

14. Tricked or deceived

15. Having to do with money matters

“Hope” Spelling List 6
_____advocate

_____appalled

_____saturated

_____pulpit

_____brochures

_____larynx

_____dissension

_____fretting

_____geriatric

_____manipulation

_____vengeance

_____momentary

_____seminars

_____adrenaline

Match the definition to the word above.

1. Hormone that speeds up the heartbeat

2. Organ for the vocal cords

3. Filled full

4. Lasting only a moment

5. Pamphlet

6. Platform from which the minister preaches

7. Worrying

8. A change for your personal gain

9. Speak or write in favor of

10. Revenge

11. Having to do with elderly people

12. Filled with horror

13. Disagreement in opinion 

14. Group of student engaged in discussion under the guidance of a professor

Quizzes and Final Test

A quiz was given halfway through the study of the novel.  The questions were generally taken directly from the study guides and turned into multiple choice questions.  The same was done for the essay questions.  The quiz was worth 50 points and generally took an entire 40 minute class period.
The final test was given at the end of the novel study.  A study guide was given for essay questions in particular.  The multiple choice questions again came from the study guides that we went over and discussed regularly in class.  The test was also worth 50 points, and students were given the class period to complete.
“Hope Was Here” Quiz Chapters 1-10

1.  Hope and Addie are headed to ___ from ___.


A.  South Bend; New York


B.  Wisconsin; Mulhoney


C.  Mulhoney; South Bend


D.  Mulhoney; New York

2.  Hope’s original name was ___.


A.  Rose


B.  Tulip


C.  Yancey


D.  Addie

3.  Hope keeps scrapbooks


A.  to show her mom.


B.  for G.T.


C.  to impress Braverman.


D.  to show her dad.

4.  According to G. T., he  is running for mayor because


A.  he needs a desk job.


B.  he wants to keep Real Fresh Dairy in business.


C.  his wife asked him to.


D.  they need to raise taxes.

5.  G.T. announces he is running for mayor


A.  at the restaurant.


B.  on Memorial Day.


C.  before Hope and Addie move to town.


D.  in the hospital.

6.  In Hope’s poem, the well


A.  is a symbol for her father.


B.  is dry.  She must find another one.


C.  is overflowing.


D.  is a constant in her life.

7.  The omen they see at the restaurant is


A.  a spin doctor.


B.  Hope’s effervescent smile.


C.  a parade in celebration.


D.  a hearse.

8.  Sid Vole is


A.   Millhouse’s spin doctor.


B.  recovering from an ulcer


C.  Braverman’s uncle.


D.  campaign chairman.

9.  ____ saved Hope.


A.  Boxing


B.  Waitressing


C.  Harrison


D.  “The Dads”
10.  Cecilia Culpepper



A.  is the new police officer.


B.  head of the Students for Stoops organization.


C.  puts together a web page for G.T.


D.  asks Millhouse if he will release the names of his campaign contributors.

Match the word to the definition.

11.________  Simile



A.  Basic Bovine Boredom

12.________  Personification


B.  Life is a test

13.________  Metaphor


C.  Empty boxes mean starting over

14.________  Alliteration


D.  The restaurant was shut up like a tomb.

15.________  Symbol



E.  The trees hung their head in sadness.

1.  Choose one of the following to write a 5-7 sentence answer.

“To adapt is to overcome”.  Explain this quote.  Is it true?  Use the novel to support your answer.  




OR

“He’s all rattled-bullies usually are when you confront them.”  Who is this about?  Do you think it’s true?  Why or why not?  Use specific examples from the book to support your answer.

2.  “When hope gets released in a place, all kinds of things are possible.”  Explain this statement.  How is it at work in this novel?  Use specific examples from the novel.

Name________________________________________  Date___________________

“Hope Was Here” Final Test

Match the vocabulary word to the definition or example.  (One point each)

_____simile




A.  Physical and emotional description

_____metaphor
B.  The drawer closed its mouth on the child’s fingers.

_____alliteration



C.  A bully takes your milk money

_____personification



D.  Her anger spewed like a dragon’s fire

_____characterization



E.  Amazing Addie ate an apple

F. Millstone is a snake.

_____external conflict





Choose the best answer to the questions. (Two points each)

1. Addie and Hope are leaving _____ because ______

a. New York; Gleason Beal ahs a new job for them

b. Mulhoney; Hope wants to see her mom.

c. South Bend; Hope wants to change her name.

d. New York; Gleason Beal stole their money.

2. _____ was the name originally given to Hope.

a. Deena

b. Tulip

c. Cecilia

d. Anastasia

3. Eli Millstone is

a. The mayor of Mulhoney

b. G.T.’s spin doctor

c. The sheriff

d. A journalist

4. In Hope’s poem, the well is a symbol for

a. Her father.

b. Her mother’s love.

c. Hope’s waitressing.

d. Starting over.

5. Gleason Beal

a. Is Hope’s father.

b. Steals G.T.’s money

c. has Hope considering putting her boxing gloves back on.

d. Is the spin doctor for G.T.’s campaign.

6. Companies pull their advertising from the newspaper

a. Because of the “mouse” incident.

b. Because of Cecilia Culpepper’s articles

c. Because Millstone won the race for mayor

d. Because of Braverman’s articles.

7. When Hope’s mother sees her in the restaurant

a. She finally calls her Hope

b. Hope puts on a clown nose to give herself courage

c. She tells her to keep lemon wedges under the counter

d. All of the above

8. The election results  

a. Show Millstone losing by 114 votes

b. Allow Addie and G.T. to get married

c. Are incorrect because Millstone cheated

d. Are announced on Memorial Day

9. The Carbingers

a. Tell Hope they didn’t vote in the election, even though it shows in the results

b. Probably beat up Braverman

c. Work for G.T.

d. Are customers at the Welcome Stairways

10. Millstone

a. Helps Braverman go to college

b. Forces Real Fresh Dairy to pay their back taxes

c. Hires a Sid Vole as his spin doctor

d. Resigns as mayor of Mulhoney

11. T or F?  While going through the scrapbooks, Hope shares the letter to Gleason Beal with him.

12. G.T. plants the trees

a. For each important event in his life

b. In the city park to commemorate the election

c. Grafts them together to symbolize his relationship with Hope

d. In a prayer for his recovery

Answer BOTH essays in complete sentences using specific examples and details AND examples from the book!

1. Explain how the title, Hope Was Here, is used in the novel.  (8 points)

2. “You don’t understand the power you have until you use it”.  Explain this quote in terms of Hope.  G.T.?  Anastasia? (10 points)

Hope Was Here
Chapters 1-10 Quiz Answers

1.  D

2. B

3. D

4. A

5. B

6. B

7. D

8. D

9. A

10. D

11. D

12. E

13. B

14. A

15. C

Hope Was Here

Final Test Answers

Matching:

A-characterization

B-personification

C-external conflict

D-simile

E-alliteration

F-metaphor

Multiple Choice:

1. D

2. B

3. A

4. B

5. C

6. D

7. D

8. C

9. B

10. D

11. FALSE

12. A
“I Got a Name” Questions

Copy lyrics to the son “I Got a Name” by Jim Croce onto the opposite side of this sheet.

Play the song for students.  Read the questions together.  Give the students a few minutes to write on their own before discussing as a class or breaking into small groups.  This activity works well as a summary piece.  I have also used it after we first meet Hope and learn about how she has changed her name and then revisited this throughout our novel study 2-3 more times as appropriate.

1. What is the main idea in this song?  What’s it about?  What does the title mean?

2. How might this song relate to Hope?

Activities Chapters 1-2

I have used these 4 activities in a variety of ways.  I copied them and cut them apart and had students “draw” out of a hat and complete independently, as a variety of small group activities, writing assignments, use your imagination!

Draw the town of Mulhoney as Hope and Addie see it on their drive.

Write a personal ad for a friend as Hope has jokingly written on page 11.

Observe your family during dinner.  What do they talk about?  What happens after dinner?

Find out the story of your name.  What is your full name?  How was it chosen?

Does your family have something like G. T. does that represents the generations of people in your family?  Find out about something that belonged to someone else in your family.

Would You Like a Side of Conversation With That?

[image: image2.wmf]
What was for dinner last night?  According to Addie you can tell a lot about what people ate from the way that they react.  If people are talking after dinner, the food was particularly good.  Reflect upon your family’s dinner last night.  Who was present for it?  What did you have?  Where did you eat?  What did you talk about?  What happens after dinner?  Is Addie right?  Is there anything special that you remember about last night’s food?  On this sheet, brainstorm the answers to these questions.  Now, you are ready to represent it in some way.  Be as creative as possible.  You may choose to do this with words, an illustration, a diagram, a commercial, or endless other possibilities that you invent!

Rite of Passage

Answer the following in complete sentences.

1. Take a look at the eighth grade banister and the wall by the Music room.  What kinds of things do you see written here?

2. Why do you think students choose to do this?

3. Why do you think the teachers allow this to happen?

I Rule the World
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“Honor you father and mother” is commanded in the Old Testament.  “Always keep aspirin behind the counter,” advises Hope’s mom.  We each have “rules” for the way that we live.  Some of them are passes on through family values, religion, and even our school policies.  And yet we have others that we have created from our own experiences.  Create three rules that you think are important to live by.  Creatively illustrate and write them on a sheet of computer paper.  We will bind all of seventh grades rules to create our own handbook!

Rules to Live By

Each of you has written 3 rules you think are necessary to live a quality life.  After reading through the book, select one of the rules to write about.  You must consider your purpose for writing this. Do you want to persuade someone to follow this “rule”?  Write a narrative about how you learned this lesson?  Think of a creative way to write about your rule!  You may choose yours or a classmate’s
A rose by any other name?

Shakespeare may have been the first to put it in such eloquent words in his famous play Romeo and Juliet.  But I think I can assure you that it is a question that all parents worry about.  We associate certain names with characteristics whether positive or negative based on people we know or sounds of the names.  There is something fun about a name.  You may have experience naming a pet or even a sibling.  Sometimes we need to actually meet our pet before we name them.  

But what about your name?  For Thursday, you need to find out the story that is behind your name.  Were you named after someone?  Why?  What was this person like?  What does your name mean?  Were there names that were rejected when naming you?  What were they?  Why weren’t they used?  How long after you were born were you named?  What took so long-or not?  Do you think your name fits you?  Why or why not?  Like Tulip, would you like to change your name?  What would you change it to?  Why?

Write out your explanation (probably a couple of detailed paragraphs) to share with seventh graders on Thursday.  You will need to do some interviewing and digging to complete this paper!  You will be evaluated for Ideas, Conventions and Presentation.

Rules to Live By

Each of you has written 3 rules you think are necessary to live a quality life.  After reading through the book, select one of the rules to write about.  You must consider your purpose for writing this. Do you want to persuade someone to follow this “rule”?  Write a narrative about how you learned this lesson?  Think of a creative way to write about your rule!  You may choose your own or a classmate’s
