Comprehension Questions

Chapter 1, The Pearl
1. On page 9, Steinbeck describes the beggars’ opinion of the doctor:  “They knew his ignorance, his cruelty, his avarice, his appetites, his sins.”  Define these words:

· Ignorance

· Cruelty

· Avarice

· Appetites

· Sins

Based on this description, what can you infer about the doctor?  What kind of a person is he?

2. What happens to Coyotito in this chapter?

What does Juana do and say?  Use quotes from the book in your answer.

Who greets them at the doctor’s gate?

How does the doctor react to Juana and Kino’s request?  What does he say?

What does this tell us about the doctor?

How should a doctor react in this kind of situation?

How does Kino react when he hears when the servant tells him the doctor has gone out?

Why does Kino do this?  What does it tell us about Kino’s character?

3. Why do Juana and Kino’s neighbors go with them to see the doctor?

4. In spite of his poverty, Kino is a happy man.  Choose two quotes from the book that prove this.  Include page numbers for reference.

Why is Kino happy?

