Tips on how to use these word problems

1. Determine the math readiness of the students in terms of addition and subtraction skills.  Select the appropriate pages for individual needs.

2. Teach word problem vocabulary, e.g. altogether, are left, how many more/fewer/longer, spend, cost, each, every, half, third, fourth, which fraction, measurement words.

3. Model writing an equation and concluding sentence for each problem (see example below).  This will allow the teacher to better understand the student’s thought process in solving the problem and make it easier for him or her to assist the student.

Rick went to the pet store and bought two fish.  One fish cost 67 cents and one fish cost 30 cents.  How much did the fish cost in all?

67+30=97

The fish cost 97 cents.

4. Children solve problems. They should be encouraged to use a variety of problem solving strategies, including pictures, manipulatives, number lines, etc.

5. Mark answers.  An Answer Key, including equation and concluding sentence, is included for ease in marking.

Note:  The intended purpose of these problems is to allow children to use math skills in context, therefore when necessary, the teacher or a classmate should read them aloud to the student. 
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1C
1. Jim had 73 toys.  His sister broke 10 of them and his brother broke 40.  How many toys are not broken?

2. Glen had 60 birds.  On Thursday he let 10 birds fly away and on Friday he let 20 more birds fly away.  How many birds are left?

3. Dad drove 15 miles on Saturday, 40 miles on Sunday and 30 miles on Monday.  How many miles did he drive in three days?

4. Mom rode on three trains.  She was on the first train for 60 minutes, on the next train for 4 minutes and on the last train for 20 minutes.  How long was she on the trains altogether?

   Answers

	1C
	1
	73-10=63

63-40=23
	23 toys are not broken.

	
	2
	60-10=50

50-20=30
	There are 30 birds left.

	
	3
	15+40=55

55+30=85
	Dad drove 85 miles in three days.

	
	4
	60+4=64

64+20=84
	Mom was on the trains for 84 minutes altogether.


