WRITING ASSIGNMENT 1 - Scarlet Letter

PROMPT

At this point in your reading, you probably have some opinion about Hester's guilt, her punishment, and whether or not she should be allowed to keep Pearl. Your assignment is to write a letter to Governor Bellingham regarding your opinion about what he should do about Hester.

PREWRITING

If you have some difficulty forming an opinion, consider some of these issues: Should she keep or give up Pearl? Was making her wear the letter "A" a fair punishment? What punishment would you have thought appropriate for Hester, if any?

DRAFTING

One way to structure your letter would be to make an introductory paragraph introducing yourself as a concerned citizen of Boston and stating your point. Follow that with a few paragraphs giving reasons for your point. (Each reason would be a topic sentence.) Fill in the paragraphs with examples supporting your reasons. Make a concluding paragraph thanking the governor for his time and his consideration of your opinions.
PROMPT

When you finish the rough draft of your paper, ask a student who sits near you to read it.

After reading your rough draft, he/she should tell you what he/she liked best about your work, which parts were difficult to understand, and ways in which your work could be improved. Reread your paper considering your critic's comments, and make the corrections you think are necessary.

PROOFREADING

Do a final proofreading of your paper double-checking your grammar, spelling, organization, and the clarity of your ideas.
