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Reading Response Log

Name __________________________________

Pre-reading Discussion

1. Sometimes the title of a book can surprise or “catch” a reader’s attention.  There are “strong” words in this title.  Fill in the chart below with synonyms that the words in the title bring to your mind.

	Freak
	Mighty

	
	


2. Look at the cover of your book.  Write any predictions you have based on the pictures.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read the “teaser” on the back of the book.  What do you hope this book is going to be like, after reading this?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 1

	Vocabulary
	In your own words
	Draw a picture

	vanquish


	
	

	fierce


	
	


“First impressions can be deceiving…”

1.  What are your first impressions of Freak and of Max?  Use text from the book to support your ideas.
	Character
	My first impressions
	What it said in the story…

	Max
	
	

	Freak
	
	


2. Grim and Gram call Max’s father “Him.”  Why do you think there is such mystery about his dad?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 2

	Vocabulary
	In your own words
	Draw a picture

	vacant


	
	

	identify


	
	


1.  Max says his rug smells like “low tide.”  What do you think low tide smells like?  ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Kevin and Max have an “interesting” encounter outside of Kevin’s new house.  Why do you think Kevin behaves like that?  _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 3

1.  This story is written in the First Person Point of View.  Who is our narrator?  ________________________________

Do you think this story would be different if it were told or “remembered” by a different character?  How?  ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 4

1. [image: image2.png]Freak works himself up onto the foot of my.
bed and uses a pillow (o make himelf comfort-
able. s prety dim down here, only the daylight
from one basement window, but if catches him
justright and makes his eyes shine. “Gram must
be your grandmother,” he says. “Grim would
be, 1 suppose, a sobriquet for your grandfather,
based on his demeanor.”

1 8o, “Hu?”

Freak grins and pushes back his yellow hair,
‘and he goes, “Pardon my vocabulary. Sobriquet



[image: image3.png]means ‘nickname,’ and _demeanor means
“expression.” 1 merely postulated that you call
your grandiather 'Grim’ because he's grim. Pos-
Tulate means —

“T know,” 1 say. Which is a lie, except I can
guess what he means, figure it out that way. “So
‘how come you call your mom ‘Fair Gwen of Air,”
is that a nickname?”



Kevin uses a lot of “big” vocabulary when he speaks.  He doesn’t tell what “postulate” means, and Freak isn’t exactly sure.  What clues in the writing can help you figure out what the word means?  Highlight the parts of the text that help you define “postulate.”

