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The Rorshach Inkblots

Pre-reading activity for “Flowers for Algernon”

Directions: For each of the following images, write 3 sentences describing what you see. Neatly write your description in the space to the right of the images. 
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Teaching Point: Good readers examine issues that will show up in a story that they are about to begin reading. 

Do Now: Look at the following image, and describe what it makes you think about (3 sentences minimum)
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The Rorschack (“ror-shock”) Test
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What is it? 

The Rorschach inkblot test is a method of psychological evaluation. Psychologists use this test to try to examine the personality characteristics and emotional functioning of their patients. The Rorschach is the second most widely used test by members of the Society for Personality Assessment. It has been employed in diagnosing underlying thought disorder and differentiating psychotic from nonpsychotic thinking in cases where the patient is unwilling to openly admit to psychotic thinking.

How does it work?
There are ten official inkblots. Five inkblots are black ink on white paper. Two are black and red ink on white paper. Three are multicolored. After the individual has seen and responded to all the inkblots, the tester then gives them to him again one at a time to study. The patient is asked to note where he sees what he originally saw and what makes it look like that. The blot can also be rotated. As the patient is examining the inkblots, the psychologist writes down everything the patient says or does, no matter how trivial.

How is it analyzed? 
Methods of analysis differ. The most widely used method in the United States is based on the work of John E. Exner. In the Exner system, responses to inkblots are scored on many levels: 

· How vague (non-specific) the response is. 
· Whether the responder used the entire image, or only part of the image to form his response
· To what extent does the response reflect how the actual inkblot looks.

· The degree of mental organizing activity that is involved in producing the response. 
· Any illogical incoherent aspects of responses.
1. What is the purpose of the Rorschach inkblot test?________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is the test administered to a patient? What are the 3 steps? _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe 1 way that a psychologist analyzes a patient’s response to an inkblot. What do you think this information might inform a doctor about a patient’s petsonality? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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