Preview 
Fallen Angels Unit Plan

Summary

In studying Walter Dean Myers’ novel, Fallen Angels, the students will have read and critically analyzed a literary work from a particular historical period, specifically the Vietnam War era.  The students will also identify aspects of the historical novel by studying this interesting and important text.  

Grade / Level 

This unit is designed for high school students, specifically for the 10th grade, college preparatory level students.  The state standards which are included in this unit pertain to the high school level student in the state of New Jersey.

Time Frame 

Lessons are designed to be executed in 90 minute class sessions, perhaps in block scheduling, and span a two week period. The lessons may be adapted for shorter periods by extending the duration of the unit.   

Subject 

This unit is best explored in a high school level English class, specifically geared towards the study of literature and composition.  It may also be adapted for a high school level history course, as the subject matter focuses on the Vietnam War.  

Topic 

The topic of the unit will be the novel, Fallen Angels, by Walter Dean Myers.  The unit will focus not only on the plot, characters, and setting of the novel, but also on the historical fiction genre and the history of the Vietnam War.  

Rationale for & Description of Unit of Study 

As the Vietnam War is an important facet of military history, this unit will satisfy not only the students’ need to understand this particular period in history, but also how this experience can inspire great writing.  Literature need not be restricted to the fantasy world, it may stem from history itself, combining creativity and fact.  In studying the historical novel as an important literary genre, the students will gain a more comprehensive perspective regarding the role literature plays in our lives.

How the Unit Incorporates Gardener’s Eight Intelligences: 

The various reading assignments, quizzes, and study guides will enable the Linguistic Intelligence learners to excel in this unit of study.  Perhaps the Spatial Intelligence learners will benefit from the “Crumple and Toss” activities or from the Reciprocal Style lesson.  Without a doubt, the Interpersonal Intelligence learners will be involved in the study of the various characters’ reactions to the world around them, specifically to their role on the Vietnam War.  Likewise, the Intrapersonal learners will excel in investigating their own reactions to the characters and situations in the novel.  

How the Unit Incorporates Bloom’s Taxonomy: 

The knowledge and comprehension of material is evident when students are asked to list, identify, interpret, describe or quote the various characters, situations, or ideas in the text.  Application of the material occurs as the students are asked to personally relate to issues presented in the text and class discussions.  Analysis is evident as the students compare the characters, debate issues, or examine opinions relating to the text.  Synthesis, possibly the most important element to consider, presents itself when the students are asked to compare, create, or produce.  For example, when the students are asked to reflect on their opinions regarding the Vietnam War, they are synthesizing their own beliefs with information presented in the text.  Finally, evaluation is clear in the Final Unit Exam.  Each essay focuses on some element of evaluation and requires the students to use the text in order to prove their arguments.  

Sequence of Activities 

Daily Content and Procedure Outline:

Day 1: 

· Objective:  Students will be capable of stating the unit objectives and expectations.  They will perform a diagnostic assessment in order to ascertain prior knowledge and sentiments and focus their attention on the present unit.

· Introduction and receipt of Walter Dean Myers’ book, Fallen Angels and text from Stanley Karnow’s, Vietnam: A History.   

· Discussion of unit content including review of the “novel,” introduction to the “historical novel,” and how Fallen Angels is considered a member of this literary genre.

· Journal entry… What does the Vietnam War means to you? How do you think this historical event can impact American literature? (Diagnostic assessment) 

· Students will read selected material from Vietnam: A History in order to understand the events leading up to and surrounding this war.  (Due on Day #3.)

· Assign pages 1-56 in Fallen Angels.

Day 2: 

· Objective:  The students will be able to describe the elements found in the “novel” and illustrate how the “historical novel” is a derivative of this literary form. 

· Journal Entry = What is a novel?  Have you read any good novels lately?

· Essential Questions: 

· What is a “novel?”

· What is the “historical novel?”

· Introduction of Walter Dean Myers’ historical novel, Fallen Angels.  How this narrative fits the requirements for a historical novel.

· Why the history of the Vietnam War is important to consider prior to discussing Fallen Angels?

· Assign pages 56-96 in Fallen Angels.

· Discussion of the group collage project.  

Day 3:

· Objective: The students will summarize the events of the Vietnam War, which are relevant to the novel, Fallen Angels. 

· Journal Entry = Why do you think it is important to read the historical novel, Fallen Angels?  And, why is it important to learn the history of the Vietnam War before studying this novel?

· Video – “Vietnam: A Television History” (20 minutes)

· Quiz – formative assessment on Vietnam: A History.

· Discussion of first reading assignment, Vietnam: A History. 

· Assign pages 96-150 in Fallen Angels. 

Day 4: 

· Objective: The students will be capable of summarizing the plot of Fallen Angels.

· Objective: The students will be able to discuss how this novel’s plot fulfills the requirements for a historical novel. 

· Journal Entry = In your own words, what is the plot of Fallen Angels?  How is this plot historical? 

· What is plot?

· What are the requirements, in terms of plot, for a historical novel?

· Summarize the plot of Fallen Angels.

· Assign pages 151-205 in Fallen Angels.

Day 5:

· Objective: The students will describe the characters in this novel.

· Objective: The students will discuss how these characters fulfill the requirements for a historical novel.

· Journal Entry = Who are your favorite characters in this novel?  Why?  

· Discussion of the various characters in the novel and how these characters satisfy the requirements for a historical novel.

· Who are the characters in Fallen Angels?

· How do these characters evolve throughout the novel?  Do they mature?  Grow more insecure?

· Do they place us in the war or do they exclude us from the action?

· Assign pages 206-252 in Fallen Angels.

Day 6: 

· Objective: Using the “roundtable” cooperative learning exercise, the students will be able to respond to the various questions posed to the groups regarding the plot, characters and history behind the novel, Fallen Angels.  

· Journal Entry = What is your impression of the novel thus far?

· Questions used in cooperative learning groups – 

· The characters in Fallen Angels experience life in the military during the Vietnam War.  How does each of the characters bring you up close and personal to this war?  What are his/her contributions to the plot of the novel?  

· Richie Perry



· Peewee

· Jenkins

· Lt. Carroll

· Judy

· The plot of Fallen Angels is considered historical.  Why do you think Walter Dean Myers chose to write this novel?  

· Why is the novel entitled, Fallen Angels?  What significance is this phrase in terms of the novel’s impact?

· Assign pages 253-309 in Fallen Angels (completion of book). 

Day 7:

· Objective: The students will distinguish between the different uses of language within the novel, Fallen Angels, such as simile, metaphor, and imagery.

· Objective:  The students will explain how these uses of language impact the emotional content of this historical novel. 

· Journal Entry = Does this novel evoke an emotional response while you read?  Please offer your insight as to why or why not.

· What are the different uses of language found in the historical novel?


· What is imagery?

· What is a simile or a metaphor?

· How do these uses of language impact the novel?

· Can you give specific examples of these uses of language within the text?  

Day 8:

· Objective: The students, having completed the novel, will evaluate Fallen Angels in terms of its adherence to the historical genre.  

· Journal Entry = Do you feel that this novel adheres to the criteria for the historical novel?  Does it meet the requirements?

· Summarization of Fallen Angels.  

· Predict what Richie will do upon returning home.   

· Was this story one of hope or despair?  Both?  

· Is this novel a historical novel?  Why?  

· Reciprocal Style exercise.

· Acknowledgment of impending exam.  

· Discussion of essay exam format.

· Group collage presentation order confirmed.  

Day 9:

· Objective: The students will explain why the novel, Fallen Angels, belongs to the historical literary genre and review for the final summative assessment using the “circle of knowledge” game.

· Journal Entry = Do you feel as though you have benefited from learning about one boy’s experience in Vietnam?  Why or why not?  
· Review of relevant information discussed in this unit including,
· What is a novel?
· What makes a novel a historical novel?
· What is the plot of Fallen Angels?  Does this contribute to the historical novel format?
· Who are the characters in Fallen Angels?  Do they contribute to the historical novel format?
· What are the uses of language within Fallen Angels?  Do they contribute to the historical novel format?
· Why is this an important novel to read?
· Circle of Knowledge review game.

Day 10:

· Objective: Students have completed the summative assessment and all unit objectives and expectations.  They are fully capable of distinguishing between the historical literary genre from other types of literature.

· Objective: The students are able to summarize the various historical events, plot, characterization, and uses of language depicted in the novel, Fallen Angels, which serve to place this novel within the historical genre.

· Traditional Summative Assessment – essay exam (1 hour).

· Based on what Richie has experienced in Vietnam, write a letter home to his mother and Kenny telling them what you have experienced since arriving in Vietnam, as though you were Richie.  Don’t forget to mention you are on the way home, at last!  Be sure to express what you have been through, what you look forward to, and what you have learned as a result of the Vietnam War.

· How is the novel, Fallen Angels, a historical novel?  Be specific.  

· Alternative Summative Assessment – collage presentation (30 minutes, depending on the number of groups)

· The students will create a collage containing pictures and letters that Richie might have seen or written while in Vietnam.  This collage should tell a story about Richie’s experiences in Vietnam and what he has learned.

(Presentations will last approximately 5-10 minutes each.) 
