Quotations in Essays

When writing an essay, you will usually need to use quotes from a book as evidence in your body paragraphs.  Here is how to do it: 

First, here is a passage from page 68 of a Novel by Steve Bailer:

While the lower floor was typical, with a kitchen, a sitting room, and doors to other rooms, the second floor had been carelessly remodeled. A central hallway at the top of the stairs led straight down to a wall at the other end where a plastic stereo system resting on a chair played the same cheap music Aaron had heard in the bar outside. On each side of the hall were three doors, which, like the wall they were set in, were roughly cut from plywood and had obviously been made by someone with little concern for aesthetics. A patchwork of thick green and orange carpeting covered not just the floor, but the wall at the end of the hall and the ceiling too. Aaron looked at Sorenson, but Sorenson’s eyes had gone vacant. He appeared to be waiting for something.

· So let’s say you are writing an essay about this novel, and your thesis is that Bailer uses numerous devices to establish a sense of fear in his novel. 

· And let’s also say that in your second body paragraph, you are supporting this thesis statement with a paragraph about how Bailer interrupts his narration with unsettling doubt. 

Here’s how your paragraph might look with a quote in it.  

Thayer tries to evoke fear and build suspense by interrupting a description of setting with an the narrator’s doubt in a minor character in that scene. “A patchwork of thick green and orange carpeting covered not just the floor, but the wall at the end of the hall and the ceiling too. Aaron looked at Sorenson, but Sorenson’s eyes had gone vacant. He appeared to be waiting for something” (Bailer 68). As we read on, we see that Thayer often utilizes the device of undermining his own descriptions with insecure and uncertain evaluations of peripheral ideas.

So you see, all you do is take a sentence from the book, put quotes around it, and put the page number in parenthesis just after it. 

You also see how you lead into your quote by describing to your reader just what the quote will show them. 

Plus you see how your quote directly supports your thesis statement.

· There are other ways to use quotes, and there are other rules, but you will go very far just using the style of quoting shown above. The MLA Handbook has all of the rules—if you’re into that sort of thing.

